“TOWARDS A 
Y POLITICS 


NEY 


Phe present situation calls for the 
formulation of a new b of political 
action, Poace News will seck to develop 
fhe vital discussion necessary. On pages 
4 and 9 will be found articles by 
EDWARD THOMPSON and JOHN 
SAVILEE, FENNER BROCKWAY 
romtributes a different view on page 4. 
NICOLAS WALTER — examines — the 
Committee of 100 policy on page & and 
JOLIN MORRIS writes about the future 
ot the Committee oa page 5. ‘These 
articles open a debate that will be con- 


linued ia succeeding issues, 


NEXT WEEK 


CIVIL DEFENCE ROUND-UP 
of PROTESTS: 


Croydon Sit-Down 

CND Lobby of LCC 
Rates Refusal 

and COMMENT, FACES and FIGURES 


iA NEW POLITICAL BASIS | 


DON ARNOTE contributes to this | 
series. PEACE NEWS replies to com- 


ments. 


N listening to Mr. Richard Cross- 
man, the Chairman of the Labour 
Party, One gets the impression that 
there is no more important goal in 
politics today than achieving unity in 
the Labour Party. 


The answers to the questions that 
are dividing members of the party are 
really of secondary importance so long 
as they can agree to give the same 
answer. 


A demonstration of unity at Black- 
pool is necessary to put the Party in 
proper shape to mect the clectors and 
gain victory at the next general elec- 
tion. 

* 


Victory for what? Victory for its own 
sake, of course, and to enable the leader- 
ship to demonstrate that it can govern as 
well as the Conservative leadership. 


‘the Labour Party grew up to represent 
a distinctive view in regard to the organisa- 
tion of society, There were important social 
objectives it sought to attain, and as the 
means to their attainment it was necessary 
to bring @ political party into being. [It was 
hoped that people like Keir Hardie, Bruce 
Glasier and Robert Smillie would in due 
time come to hold places in a government 
because this was a necessary means to an 
end. Tt would have been an absurd reversal 
to have postulated a desire for a new poli- 
tical party, and then to have sought to fur- 
nish it with an assortment of political abjec- 
fives as a means to its success with the elec- 
torale, 


This, however, is very nearly the situation 
today. There is a great deal more discus- 
sion in Labour Party circles ranging round 
the kind of policies that must be adopted to 
ensure electoral vietory than there is about 
the most suitable way of applying in the 
present circumstances the principles upon 
which the Party was founded. 


This kind of triviality dominates discus- 
sion of Labour policy today and it is very 
apparent in the writing an political matters 
in the weekly journals. ‘That Labour policy 
developments should be discussed in the 
Sunday Times on the basic assumption that 
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the more nearly they conform to the tenets 
of Conservative Party policy the more 
chance the Labour Party will have of clec- 
toral success is not surprising. The Sunday 
Times supports Conservative policy and 
such an attitude is a good way of furthering 
it. Much the same kind of consideration 
applies to the Guardian, which naturally 
appraises Labour attitudes according to how 
nearly they approximate to the slight 
variant of Conservative policy that the 
Guardian today calls Liberalism. 


* 


‘There is not a great deal of difference to 
be discerned, however, in the assessments 
of political affairs contributed by Mr. Roy 
Jenkins, MP, to the Spectator, while the 
oh-so-clever trivialities that pass for political 
commentary in Mr. Bernard Levin’s article 
in the same journal, and in Mr. Anthony 
Howard’s contributions in the New States- 
man, give the impression that they would 
regard it as indelicate to discuss any basic 
issue of policy, 


Mr. Howard carries the process a stage 
further in his article anticipating the Black- 
pool Conference in a discussion of whether 
it will be possible for what he calls the Left 
“of all varieties ” to keep a foothold in the 
Labour Party. As in the wider question of 
the struggle between parties before the elec- 
torate, the issue is not what are the policies 
that they think it worth while to work for, 
but what policies should be adopted to 
further their position, Improbable as it 
may sound, there is literally no word of 
discussion throughout Mr. Howard's article 
on what policies the left should be stand- 
ing for. The left wing needs “to regroup 
itself, to find some new touchstones, to 
face up in fact to its future.” Well, well ! 
It might equally be Mr. Crossman pro- 
nouncing soothing hopeful words about the 
profit to be derived from unity in the Party. 


x 


All this would be distressing enough if it 
were confined to the process of smothering 
the objectives upon which the Labour Party 
was built so that electoral chances should 
not be prejudiced. For responsible people 
today, however, politics must be dominated 
by the all-important question of whether 
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V 
LABOUR POLITICS 


mankind is to survive in the age of nuclear 
weapons. Although this question has 
figured in the debates at recent Labour 
Party conferences there has never yet been, 
either from the platform or the floor, any 
evidence that the Conference is prepared to 
measure up to the importance of the sub- 
ject; considerations as to what would be the 
effect on the electorate have always be- 
devilled the issue. 


» 


Peace New's is, of course, on the side of 
those who believe that the most promising 
way out is through the unconditional aban- 
donment of reliance upon armed power; 
holding that although this is a policy 
attended with danger it is far less danger- 
ous than our present course. This may be 
regarded as a wrong policy, but it is at least 
a policy with a foreseen possible outcome. 


The course that is being pursued by the 
three political parties is not in this sense a 
policy at all. It is mere Micawbcrism. We 


" With CND at Bla 


FROM FRANCIS BUTLER 

YN what was described by the Blackpool 

police as the most impressive demonstra- 
tion ever seen in the town, 10,000 demon- 
strators marched through Blackpool on 
Sunday last in support of those delegates to 
the Labour Party Conference who will be 
speaking and voting in favour of  uni- 
lateralisin. 

Ihe essentially political character of the 
march was epitomised in the large model 
Hi-bomb carried by the Liverpool CND, 
with an efligy of Hugh Gaitskell sitting 
astride it. The efligy carried the slogan of 
the whole demonstration, “Come off it, 
Hugh.” 

A Cambridge undergraduate, John Hall, 
had been travelling in stages from Scar- 
borough to Blackpool, gathering support 
for CND along the way in a series of meet- 
ings arranged by Philip Seed, who told me 
that forty new supporters had been gained 
in this way, 

The marchers assembled on the foreshore 
to hear speeches from a lorry which was 
being menaced by the rising tide. Several 
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keep the “ deterrent,” we keep our place in 
the Western bloc in its confrontation of the 
Eastern bloc, and we participate in the arms 
race that is being pursued by both blocs. 
We know that unless this policy is sooner 
or later brought to an end it must lead to 
disaster, but we see no outcome. We are 
just waiting for something to turn up. 


It is not, however, the endorsement of 
this course and the rejection of unilateralism 
that we most deplore. It is the persistent 
refusal to give serious attention to the ques- 
tions in discussion at all that is the most 
tragic aspect. 


* 


It has been a constant attitude of the 
Conservative outlook that it is helped by an 
evasion of discussion on major political 
issues. Now—when we have to face the 
gravest issue that has ever confronted man- 
kind---Conservatives, Liberals and Labour 
equally seck refuge in an avoidance of dis- 
cussion. Hence the levity of politics to- 
day; hence the triviality of the proceedings 
at Blackpool this week. 


Speakers drew attention to the apparent 
symbolism of this, in a year when uni- 
lateralism seems certain of rejection by the 
Labour Conference. However, the one 
thing that is certain about a tide is that it 
must turn, and there was no lack of con- 
fidence among the speakers. As was 
natural, they were drawn from amongst the 
delegates and visitors to the Conference. 
Stephen Swingler, MP, set the note of 
opumism with his assertion that the CND, 
\ hatever its opponents may say, is still very 
much alive. The Labour Party will never 
have the political initiative while it accepts 
the assumptions of Government defence 
policy. Judith Hart, MP, pointed out that 
the decision of this Conference had already 
been overtaken by events, that they repre- 
sented only fractional .najorities in a few 
big unions, and not the real wishes of the 
rank and file members of the Party. Our 


purpose can only be achieved in a political 
way; we must now build towards an un- 
answerable victory next year. 
Stuart Hall described the so-called official 
defence policy as being patched up out of 
@ ON BACK PAGE 
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MELEGINGS 

LAST & WEST HAAD COND: Pulilic Mep., Phar., 
Ocw 12. Can Ganley Byaass * Phe moral aspects 
of the arms race, (he tomb, ete’ A scientific 
speaker on the effects of a nuclear bombardment, 
Vlashet School Hall, Miishet Grove (iin. 


: INGS, 
lions by Dr. Rachel Pinney. 
7.30 p.m. Lues., Oct. 10: 5 Yown) Hail, 7.30 
paw. Moa., Oct. 23; Satlros alden, Friends Mez. 
House, 7.30 pom. Tues, Oct. 24; Harrow, Belmont 
Assembly Mall, 7.30 pom, Sat., Oer, 28: Chelmeford, 
Cuunons Rest, Duke St, 7.30 pom. Mon. Qet. 30: 
Horsham Town Wall, 8 pan, Tues.. Nas. 14; Park- 
joy Masonic fall, 7.300 gan. Mon, Nov. 20. 


Lecture’ Deaionstra- 
BRechenhan Fown Hall, 


= 


Murther fixtures pending, 
MEMUING 


oflces, 


ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
seat 10-40, reasonable charges, re 
1 facilities Apply ‘The Warden, 5 
Ra, oss. Condon, NL, 
MORAER RE-ARMAMENTD EXPLAINED: 2. 4. 
Kono, BA, way To aan., Oct, 8, Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Sq., W.E.L. 

UNIEED HUMANEPARIAN Anti-Viyisection 
Miu., Saturday, Qer P44 aeat, at 2.200 at 
Holloway Friends’ Mig. Hise., 404, Camden Rd., 
N.7. {Aligh¢ at) Prison.) Subject: " Christ) or 
Croelty?; A Better Road to Uealthe President and 
Chairman: Rey. B. Peahe, DD. Speaker: Nora 
Warley Glon, Sec) Tea and biscuits provided, 

WEEK-I > SCHOOL, OXPORD, Oct, 26-22, on 
 Nentratinn.’? Speakers. Stuart Mall, lan Cssueron, 
Judith Hart, Ro Crossman. AU YS, YOND and 
NAESO members welcaare, Details from J. M. 
Slater. St. Catherine's College, Oxford, 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 
PAX HOUSE offers you individual attention, com- 


very 


fort, vegetarian and nonevegetarian food, Hl and C. 

Centrally situated, within casy reach of sea. 17 
Melville Rd Tel. THOVE 70945 
PERSONAL, 

ATTENTION ABSTAINERS. Motor Insurance 


Company insuring abstainers only offer amazing low 


rates, Wp to 50 per cent N.CLB. Details from 
Temperance Brokers, local representatives in all 
areas, Morris flinter (PN), 37 Victoria Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, bssex 


CARPET FITTERS, cleaners and repairers. New 
earpels disect from wholesalers Phone : TEM 2776 
day time or FOR 4480 nights Thames Carpet Co., 
16 New Row, W.C.2 


Christ's Return 


Thatoman should have produced so horrible and 
destiuctive a Weapon as the atomic rocket, is strongly 
stigmestive Gb the fact that we stand at the end of 
aaceperh. Vast will be the slaughter, heart-rending 


te ruin, when this weapon is used. As Jeremiah 
puts it: Phas sai the porn of hosts, Behold, 
evil shall go forth trom nation ta nation, and a 


great tempest shall be raised up trom the uttermost 


patts of the carth, And the slain of the roxp shall 
fe ab that day fram one end of the earth even 
tito the other end of the earth; they shall not be 
lamented, nether gathered. nor buried: they shall 


he ding upou the face of the pround '' Ger. 25 + 32 
RV). Despite this solemn warning, there is no 
revival of geligion, no redure to God: ino the vain 
hope that nothing will happeri, dife goes on as usual 
Just as belore Noah's flood, mien were Nursuing 
their ordinary, everyday affairs, “eating and drink- 
Ing, marrying and giving ia marriage,’ heedless of 
the warning of Divine judgment whieh Noah 
preached, believing nothing of a change of epoch 


andl the flood actually came and took then all 
away, “sa shall also the coming of the Son of 
nan be. said Jesus (Matt. 245.37). When the 


terrors of the Day of the Lord sweep dawn upon 
men, they will sulf be thinking ow to make this 
OM world order secure for themselves and their 
descendant that day will catch then) unawares, 
but that Christians might net find themselves in the 
same condition, Jesus gave this admonition: “ Take 
heed fo yourselves, lest haply your hearty be over- 
charged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares 
at this life, and that day come on you suddenly as 
4 snare (a sudden trap): Por so shall it come upan 
aH them that dwell on the face of all the earth. 
But wateh ye at every season, making supplication, 
that ye imay prevail toe cape all diese things that 


shall come to pass, and ta stand before the Son 
of man" (Luke 21: 34 RV) 

| invite my fellow-pacifists t nd for three free 
booklets published by the Pastoral ible Institute, 
entitled: “" Aw Wars to Coase? Pe Comings 
Worp Porniate ind Wink aoa Dyan?" 


Write to Arthur Carrington, 27 Nantam Grove Lane, 
Marley, Near Leeds. 


fERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min 
2s 6d. (fox No ts. extra). Please don't send stamps 
n payment. eacept for odd pence. Address Box Ne 
replies: Peace News, § Caledonian Rd., London, N.1 


Vlease send advertisements by first post Monday 


CNID supporter, 32 and married, sucks a worth- 
while post, preferably out of doors and in) Souih- 
West. Box 27 

DUPLICATING, verbatim shorthand, typing 


tapes, ele.), translating. Mabel fryles, 10 Beacons- 
fit Road, London, Nol. f&NTerprise 3324 
HYPNOSIS. Cansultant treats nervous condi- 
tions, disorders, personal habits and problems. G. 
Stocker, MIEA, 14) Belsize Crescent, Hampstead, 
N W.3. SWIss Cottage 4904 

PF YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give tls 
umbher when making your next purchase : 1.336943 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, S Caledonian Rd, 
Landon, N.1 

MEET INTERESTING PEOPLE through informal 


hospitality of the Marriage Club. Both) London 
and country members invited Mrs. Prue White, 
{4 Parliament Hill, London, N W.3 

PERSONAL COLUMN LTE... Falcon House, 
Burnley, Lanes Pen Friend—alt hobbies, Corre- 
spondents in almost) every country. All ages. 
S.A.F. for details 

SIT-DOWN :) Chiswick young man Chocolate 


awaits delivery 52. Wivelsfield Rd., Saltdean, 
Brighton 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL welcomes 
gifts of foreign stamps Please send to WRI, 88 
Park Ave., Field Middiesex 


WEDNESDAY EVENING WORK PARTIES at 
Peace News Office, everyone welcome, free-for-all 
discussion § Caledonian Rd , King's Cross, London., 

“THE WORLD LEAGUE Against Vivisection 
and For the Protection of Animals,’' opposes all 
cruelty and violence. Details from 5 North View, 

YOUNG INDIAN PACIFIST, desirous living with 
friendly young family, requires 2-raom flat, share 
bath/kuch. Central London Loves children 


EDUCATION 
SPEAKING AND WRITING lessons (correspond- 


ence, visit) Ss.) Dorothy Matthews, BA, 32) Prim- 
rose Hl Rd., London, N.W.3) PRImrose 5686. 
LITERATURE 
THE BAPTIST PACTEIST PELLOWSITIP invites 
your support. For details of membership write : 
Rev. Lestic Worsnip, 63 Loughborough Rd., Quorn, 
i 


~Cis 

BOOKS ! BOOKS ! BOOKS !—Lists free on appli- 
gation to Bannister's, 4 Warwick Street, Worthing. 
BRITAIN'S OLDEST SOCIALIST WEEKI Y- 
vigorous, forthright and consistently against war— 
the " Socialist Leader."' [ndispensable to members 
of the PPU who want up-to-date information of 
home and world politics. Threepence weekly. Ob- 
tainable from your newsagent or from 48 Dundas 
St, Glasgow, C4., and 6 Endsleigh St, London, 
W.C.t 

LEIRRARIES bought: polities, economics, world 
affair RIV. 6807 The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


W.6 
POETRY ANTHOLOGY : MANY MORE con- 
tributors needed. No expense involved. New Poets 
Cluh, 75 Princess Road, Leicester. 
“TIBERTE," the French pacifist monthly. 16s 
free from Housmans Bookshap, § 


a year post 
Caledonian Road, King’s Cross, London, N.1 


FOR SALE 

BIRTHDAY SUBSCRIPTIONS — Solve the present 
problem by giving your frienda a subscription to 
Peace News. Eight weeks’ introductory postal sub- 
scription 2s 6d Birthday Card 6d. extra. Subscrip- 
tion Dept, Peace News, 5, Caledonian Rd, King's 
Cross, London, N.1 

SITUATIONS VACANE 

ASSISTANT GARDENER REQUIRED to help in 
cultivation of grounds, tomatoes, etc., of industrial 
community which is pacifist-based Housing accom- 
modation may be available Apply by letter ta 
Personne! Olficer, Svott Bader & Co., Ltd., The 
Hall, Wollaston, Wellingborough, Northants 

ANTIE-VIVISECTION SOCIETY requires man to 
act as Despatch Clerk/Stock-keeper with associated 
kveneral duties Applications 10; Assistant Sec., 
B.U,A.V., 47 Whitehall, S.\W.H. 

PAINTER-DECORATOR. Steady job for reliable 
man. Top rates. 'LMbridge 9783 

WORKING MAN’S CAFE Manageress wanted. 
Profits for peace projects, Chelsea. FPEAxman 7008 
Messages RENown 2223 
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Send notices to arrive first post Monday, Include 
Date, TOWN, ‘Fime, Place (hall, street); natore of 
event; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address) 


Saturday, October 7 
EXETER: 7.30 p.m. St. Olave's Church Heo., 
Mary Arches St “ Pacifist Challenge to Church 
People.’ Rev. ©. Percy Smith, Derek Savage. APE 
IPSWICEE: 3) pom. Friends Mtg. Ho., Fonnereau 
Rd. Annual Re-dedication Service FoR. Rev. B.S 
Nodder, followed by refreshrnents and AGM of 
Ipswich Gp. PPU 
LONDON, S.W.ts 3) p.m. Waterloo PI. 
L. Repent St), assemble for Poster Parade 
Sunday, October 8 
N.1: 3.30 p.m, Peace News, § Cale- 
Universal Religion-Pacilist Pellawship: 
Dr S. ON. Ghose, “* Man in Modern Society." 
LONDON, W.C.E: Tl am. Conway Hall, Red 
Lion Sq 11. J. Blackham : °° Moral Re-armament 
explained.’ South Place Ethical Society 
Tuesday, October 16 
BRADFORD: 7.45 p.m Mechanics 


(foot of 
CND 


LONDON, 
doniun Rd 


Institute 


(Cafe) “The Case for Civil Defence “> Walter 
beach, PPU 

LONDON, N.W.3s 8 pm. Small Town fall 
Open Mig “Civil Defence in the Nuclear Age“: 
Michael] Harclay, Hugh Gordon Chairman: Dr, J 
M Slattery. (NID 

READING : 7.30 pom. °° Civil Defence and 
Nuclear Warlare '* public discuussion. Dr Kk 
Glendinning, Mrs. Verdun Perl, Bill) Stepherason 


Agricultural 
Reading CNID 


(CNI)) and 3 Reading CD valunteers. 
Hall, Oxford Road. Admission free 
Thersday, October 12 


DERBY: 7.30) pom, Co-op. Central tall t 
Midtunds CND Public Mtg Speakers: John 
{forner, Anthony Cireenwood Chairman, Prof. A 
§.. ‘Thompson, M.A. D.Litt CNE. 

LONDON, Eli: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho. Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone Lauric Pavitt, *' A’ Pacifist in 
Parliament.” $10 and Fol PPU 

SALISBURY: 7.30) p.m. Guildhall Donald 
Dickinson, Edwin Haig, Austin Underwood, John 
Marshall CND and Cttee of 100 


Friday, Octoher 13 
BIRKENIIZAD : 7.30 p.m. ‘Fawn Hall, 
Sq. Anti-Apartheid Mtg. Solly Sachs, Les 

ton and facal speakers. Adni. Is 


Haniiltan 
Parring- 


Help Peace News’ urgent fund-raising campaign by selling 
ENDSLEIGH 


Christmas Cards 


Nativity, racial friendship, international, CND, children’s 
designs etc., from 2d, to 9d. each, Distinctive, meaningful, 
excellent value and varied to suit all tastes. With envelopes. 


FULL RANGE Send s.a.e. for TRIAL PACKET 
10s. 6d. CHRISTMAS 2s. 9d. 
28 assorted cards LIST assorted cards 


Up to one-third discount for your own bazaars and fund-raising efforts 


PEACE DIARY @® FULL-COLOUR CALENDARS @ GIFT CARDS 
AND PACKING REQUISITES @ STATIONERY GIFTS @ SELECTED 


BOOKS FOR PEACELOVERS 
COLOUR-YOUR-OWN CHRISTMAS CARDS @ ETC., ETC. 


(Details in Christmas List) 


ENDSLEIGH CARDS @ 
§ Caledonian Road, 


Callers welcomed © 


© CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


all profits to Peace News 
N.I. 


LONDON, N.t: 7 p.m. St 
St. Youth and APF. APF 


Saturday, October 14 
LONDON, W.1: 2.30 pain) Assemble Manette St 
for Poster Parade, return to Manette St. for Open 
Air Mtp. 3.45 p.m. CNID 


RIPLEY. Derbyshire: 
Peace Literature Stall 
Dist. CNID 
Saturday-Sunday, October 14-15 
WwYCo E, Bucks.: Uplands, High 

Weekend Conference Full cost for 
Leos Details from National Peace 
29 Gt. James St, W.C.T. (CITA 3228.) 

Sunday, October 1S 

TONBRIDGE : 6.30 p.m. Adult 
Rd. (nr. Public Library) “ Priends 
Kenya,’ John Starke Sot 

Monday, October 16 

BIRMINGHAM : & p.m. 221 Vicarage Rd., Kings 


Silas Vicarage, Penton 


Market Pl 
Ripley and 


a.m.-p.m 
Organised by 


Waicil 
Wycombe 
weckend 
Council, 


School, Dancers 
Work in 


Meath Mig. of Kings {feath and Cotteridge PPU 
Tuesday, October 17 
LONDON, W.lds 8 p.m Kensington Central 
Library. Dr. Rachel Pinacy Listening technique 
apohed to a debate: ‘The Bomb." CND. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m. Instead of 6 Ends- 
leigh St.. Central London Gp. recommended attend 
Central Hall, National Peace Council Mty "Plan 
for Berlin’ PPU 
Wednesday, Octoher 18 
LONDON, N.9:>8 p.m. Congregational Church 
Hall, bower Fore St. Ted Pain, “Which Way 
Labour?’ PPU 


Vhursday, October 19 
LONDON, E.ft: 8 pom. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd. Leytonstone John Williams, “' Holiday in 
Ireland."" PPL 


LONDON, W.C.1: 7.45 pm. Friends Int. Centre, 


32 Tavistock Pl. oJ. N. Reedman, ‘The Origin of 
the UN."" Refreshments 7.15 pan. Sol 
Sunday, October 22 

LONDON, W.C.1.: 8 p.m. Friends Int. Centre, 
32 Tavistock «Sq... Arlo) Tatum: Folk Songs, 
Spirituals, etc Sof 

LONDON, W.C.E: Tl asm. Conway Tall, Red 
Lion Sq R. Stephen Schenk : ‘* Violence and the 


InteHectuals.”" South Place Ethical Society 


LONDON, W.2: 7.45 p.m. 16 Westbourne Park 
Rd. (nr. Porchester Rd.) Is) Peace Possible 7?" 
Films and discussion. PPU 

Monday, October 23 

ESSEX: & p.m. St. Lawrence, Vtamilton Ave., 
Barkingside. “The Valley of Decision.”” Canon 
TY. R. Milford. AP! 


October 27 
City Wall, 7.0 pom 


Iriday, 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 


The Continuing Crisis.’* Canon J, Collins and 
Michael Foot, MP. CNDD. ts 
Sat., Nov. Fi—Snua., Nov, 12 

CRICH, MATLOCK : ~The Briars."’ Vegetarian 
Guest Ilo PPU Conference : ‘The Challenge of 
Youth "; Jean P. Inebnit (VS) | Full week-end 35s. 
per person Details: Miss Edith Cullingworth, 3 
Fast Ave., Leicester 


TUT TL TELECOM CTOGLOLeOE 


Every week! 


SATURDAYS 


LONDON, W.11: Golborne Rd., off Portobello 
Market, north end. Peace Bookstall in Market. 
10 a.m.-5) p.m Helpers for two-hour shifts are 
needed Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086, or 
Organiser, FLA 7906, Porchester PPU 


GLASGOW : 8.15 pm. Queens Park Gates, Vic- 
toria Rd. Open-air meeting 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72) Oakley Sq, N.W.1. Week-end 
work camps take place whenever possible. ‘Phone 
EUS 3195 Work for needy sections of the com- 


munity. IVS. 
THURSDAYS 


LONDON, E.1L: 8 p.m. Friends Mtg. Ho., Bush 
Rd (near Gireen Man), 8.10 and B.11 Group PPU. 


PTT SMTP CAML Tan TCT CoE 


UNIVERSAL RELIGION 
PACIFIST FELLOWSHIP 


Service 3.30 pom. Sunday, Oct. & 
Peace News, 5 Culedonian Rd., Kings X& 
Discourse : Dr. 8. N. Ghose 
“MAN IN MODERN SOCIETY “* 


Doing Justice 


TSING somebody else's 
desk for a Few weeks 
recently, the desk calendar 
thereon (with an aphorism 
or motto for cach day) 
thrust itself on my notice. 
The collection of sayings 


ought to be awarded a 

prize for tatuity. Elere are 

some of the profundities 

which supported me through those diflicull 
days. 

There is always a better man, Don’t 

build your nest in the village of a ford. 


have, and you have. 


Inquire not too curiously. Believe that you 
The hearing ear is 


always found close to the speaking tongue. 


came 


in a 


I¢ is the height of art to do what is fitting. 

The climax, startling for me at— least, 
with: Jack in an oflice is a great 
man. At that point | put the calendar away 
drawer. ‘True, we must accept each 


day as it comes, but do we have to accept 
the banal comment that goes with it? 


hope, this paper. 


Each week as it comes brings you, we 
We do our best to see 
that the comments herein are not banal, but 


even given the odd literary lapse we can, 


unfettered by modesty, claim that the events 


we record are so far from banal as to be 


vital. 


For example: during the next) several 


weeks we shall be using the best possible 


skill 


and understanding to evaluate the 
peace walk trom San Francisco to Moscow, 


to explore the development and future of 


the Committee of 100, to clarify the poli- 


tical basis of unilateralism, to discover the 


significance 


for peace of the Common 
Market possibilities, and to deal adequately 


with whatever else may emerge from events. 


expense 


To do justice ta all this, we need more 
pages in each issue, Denied wealthy adver- 
lisers, depend on you tor the extra 
extra pages, Whether or not 


we 
of 


we can do justice to our material depends 
to a large extent on the amount of cash in 


the till each week. 

Will you help us to see that historians of 
the future (given a future) have copies of 
this paper at their disposal as well as other 
newspapers and the sentiments on desk 
calendars 2?) And that what they find herein 
might do justice to our theme ? 


JACK SHEPHERD. 


Contributions since Sept. 14: £127 12s. 3d. 
Total since Feb, t: £1,002 USs. 9d, 
Gratefully acknowledged: Pour anony- 
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mous donations of £1 and one of Ss. 


Please make cheques, etc. payable to 
Lady Clare Annesley, Treasurer, Peace 
News, 5 Caledonian Ra., London, N.\. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT POLARIS 


@ This factual broadsheet is available 

for distribution at 15s. 100 or £6 5s. 

per 1,000 from Peace News Publica- 

tions Dept., 5 Caledonian Rd., London, 

N.1, or from the Campaign for 

Nuclear Disarmament, Committee of 
100, London Region CND. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


American disarmament plans 


MPHE US plan for disarmament, now before the UN, and described by US 
ollicials as “the boldest, most far-reaching and comprehensive plan”, 


suggests action in three stages. 

Stave VP: A ban on nuclear tests and on 
produttion of fissionable materials for 
weapens; reduction in) manufacture ol 
strategic delivery vehicles; reduction of 
arms and armed forces of the US and 
USSR, to 2,100,000 men each, promotion 
of the peaceful uses of outer space, 
strengthening of UN peace-keeping 
powers; establishment of an international 
disarmament organisation for effective 
verification of measures taken; and 
measures to reduce danger from accident, 
miscalculation or surprise attack. 

Stave 2: Further substantial reductions in 
the armed forces. armaments, and mili- 
tary establishments of all States, inchid- 
ing delivery vehicles and countering 
weapons. 

Stage '!3:: Reduction to only those forces. 
non-nuclear armaments. and establish- 
ments required for internal order: and an 
agreement from each State 10 support 
and provide agreed manpower for a UN 
peace force, 


Press Council 


TIVHE Press Council has decided that the 

Daily Telegraph should have published 
a Jetter from Canon Collins which claimed 
that a statement made by that paper con- 
cerning an interview given by Canon 
Collins on Moscow Radio was erroneous. 

‘The paper had stated that Canon Collins 
* was reported yesterday by Moscow Radio 
to have given his full approval of Mr. 
Khrushchev'’s proposals on Berlin and the 
German peace treaty.” 

Canon Collins had written to the editor 
claiming that this statement was wrong, and 
giving his Own version of what had taken 
place at the interview. The editor had 
answered that he did not consider that there 
had been mispresentation and did not take 
any action. 

Transcripts of the Moscow broadcasts 
were submitted to the Press Council, None 
of these contained the statement, in so 
many words, attributed by the Daily Tele- 
graph to Canon Collins, and although the 
paper contended that there was no mis- 
taking the import of his remarks, the Press 
Council adjudicated that the paper should 
have published the Tetter submitted by 
Canon Collins. 


Mr. Gromyko 
at the UN on Sept. 26 


TPHE only solution to the problem of 

“nuclear tests is to agree on ques- 
tions of general and complete disarm- 
ament. Such aun agreement would 
mean the solution of the question of 
a nuclear test cessation as well. 

The Soviet Government is conducting 
nuclear tests, creating new kinds of 
weapons, and displaying strength to support 
the defensive capabilities of itself and its 
wlics who pursue a policy of peace and 
stand for general and complete disarma- 
ment. 

Ihe US and Sovict Union have failed ta 
negoliate agreement on whether the control 


should be over armaments, or over dis- 
armament. Unless advocates of control of 
armaments renounce their position, dis- 


armament talks will continue to be doomed 
to failure. 

the US and Britain had never agreed to 
the complete discontinuance of nuclear 
Weapons tests. 

Accept the proposal to sign a German 
peace trealy and to turn West Berlin into 
a free city on this basis and we will accept 
any proposals on the most effective guar- 
antee for that city that can be found, ‘The 
absence of a German peace treaty creates 
a threat to peace. 

“We say to the Governments of the 
Western Powers that if you desire honest 
co-operation with us do not attempt to 
trick the Soviet Union into an unequal 
position.” 


President Kennedy 


atthe UN on Sept, 2S 


LI. nations should sign a treaty to 

end nuclear weapons testing. This 
could be done now without waiting for 
general disarmament talks. 

The production of fissionable materials 
for use in weapons should be halted. No 
non-nuclear states should be supplied with 
such materials. 


The transfer of control over nuclear 
Weapons {0 non-nuclear powers should be 
prohibited. 


Nuclear weapons should be kept trom 
“seeding new battle grounds in outer 
space.” . 

There should be gradual destruction of 
existing nuclear weapons and conversion of 
their material ta peaccful uses. . 

Unlimited testing and production of 
nuclear rockets should be halted. and 
rockels also should be gradually destroyed, 

Disarmament negotiations should“ re- 
sume promptly and continue without inter- 
ruption until an entire programme for com- 
plete and general disarmament has not only 
been agreed upon, but actually achieved.” 

“Mankind must put on end to war, or 
war will put an end to mankind.” 

“Vhe events and decisions of the next 
ten months may well decide the fate of man 
for the next 10.000 years.” 

“The Western Powers have calmly re- 
solved to defend, by whatever means are 
forced upon them. their obligations and 
their access to the free citizens of West 
Berlin and the sell-determination of those 
citizens.” 


On the New York Stock  bachange 
aluminium developed losses of up to about 
three points, and xome defence shares 
dropped by the same amount after Prest- 
demt Kennedy's speceh, 


The Archbishop of Wales 


“YY BELIEVE,” said the Archbishop 
of Wales, “that the peace of the 
world has been and can be preserved 
by' the West's having sufficient nuclear 
Weapons to jake it too risky for 
Russia to ga.to war with the West.” 
Dr. Morris was addressing the governing 
body of the Church in Wales, ar Llandrin- 


are inadequate. 
without clothes or covering. 


AS 


great as our desire is to declare that all this happens against the wishes 
of the ordinary kindhearted Frenchman, we plead that these poor souls 
should be freed and the camps emptied. 


It is an empirical law that when a camp contains 1,000 a child dies 


every other day, 


MUCH 


is being done but the total aid is pitifully small. Below are extracts 
all regarding children : 

. they are always feverish, we have no quinine for them. 

. to give each child al cup of milk a day we require 300 litres. 


from reports ... 


(A) 
(B) 

we only have 10 litres. 
(C) 

they have no blankets. 
(D) 

acorns, 
(E) 


In the name of 


large or small to: 


Hon. Treasurer, Rt. Hon. James Griffiths, M.P. 


WAR ON WANT 
LONDON W.5. 


Used stumps, jewellery, spectacles and dentures all bring good 
prices. A Group Errort ar church, club, office, school will be 


received with gratitude. 


all they have in this bitter weather is a ragged shirt and 
. nothing but barley bread and when that is gone they eat 


. after the acorns were finished they ate grass. 


these poor distressed souls we plead for your aid. We can 
rush help without one penny of deduction. Please, please send your gift, 


mn Tet Vite 


all the world of distress today the Algerians are the greatest sufferers. 
Apart from the 250,000 Refugees in Tunisia and Morocco there are 
over two million imprisoned in Regroupment Camps. This number is 
about one fifth of the total population. Shelter, food and medicine 
Reports speak of tiny children lying on the earth 
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dod Wells, on September 27. How can it 
be said that nuclear bombs are wholly 
evil?“ he asked. “That which has been a 
main factor in preventing the outbreak of 
World War Hi-cannot be wholly evil.” 

He denied that it is a Christian duty to 
support unifateral disarmament for this 
country, and resented suggestions — that 
leaders of East or West find a“ phoutish 
pleasure in contemplating the destruction 
of mankind.” 

Dr. Morris pointed out that the Churches 
were divided in opinion on this matter, but 
always? with the majority on the side of 
retaining nuclear weapons. “it does not 
follow,” he added, “that truth lies neces- 
sarjly with the majority, but at least it is 
not self-evident that the true Christian view 
is that of the minority.” 

The Archbishop thinks it possible that 
the Bomb might even be “a schoolmaster 
leading men to Christ” in so far as “It ts 
forcing the nations to realise more vividly 
than ever before that they are members one 
of another.” He urges upon unilateralists 
to consider “the possibility that the awful 
strain and cost of preserving the peace by 
the nuclear deterrent may in present cit- 
cumstances be the form of Christian sacri- 
fice that is Jaid upon us.” 


Sit-down Sunday 

tt was a perfect day for housebreaking 
A perfect: Sunday night for burglaries, 
After all, 4,000 police from the London 
suburbs and Home Counties were on duty 
in Trafalgar and Parliament Squares. And 
yet... In Southend, Brighton, Eastbourne, 
Maidstone, Guildford, Dartford, Romford, 
Watford and dozens of other towns there 
was not a single housebreaking or burglary, 
Because of the lack of a one-day crime- 
wave there are these alternative explana- 
tions: One, that burglars thought it would 
be cheating. ‘two, all the housebreakers 
and burglars were anti-Bomb supporters 
and were taking time off to demonstrate. 
Daily Sketch, Sept. 19. 
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Who is in control 


POARLEER this year, Senator Fulbright 

warned the Seeretary of Defence 
against continuing the present poticy of 
using military personnel to educate the 
public to the “ meniuee of the cold war.” 
He pointed out that wilitary education 
programmes tend to make use at * ¢x- 
fremely right-wing = speakers"; they 
usually have as a central theme that the 
primary, if nog exclusive, danger to this 
country is internal Communist intilira- 
tion” and their “view of the Commu- 
nist menace renders . . . disarmament 
negotiations and other international pro- 
frammes as extarcmely wasteful, if not 
actually subversive.” 


Senator Fulbright said) further that 
such) over-simplifications tend ta have 
great mass appeal in’ periods of crisis, 
and may encourage the public to aecept 
eMireme solutions, such as billing the 
Communists “with everything we've 
got” He pointed out that there “is litte 
in the education, (raining or experience 
of most wmilitury offeers"" which quali- 
fies them to educate the poblic on broad 
political issues, 


Senator Fulbright’s position bas beea 
bitterly attacked by Senators Thurmoad, 
Bridges, Goldwater and Mundt, Scnator 
Thurmond considers Senator Palbright's 
position as part of a concerted campaign, 
begun by Communists, to * discredit, in- 
timidate and muzzle the wilitary leaders 
of our Nation.” 

Washington Sept- 
ember, 1961. 


Newsletter, 


Japanese reactigns 


TPHE Japanese news yaper A sali 

Shimbun revealed yecently that of 
the 19 public figures who attended the 
second world conference in Japan 
against atOM'¢ and hydrogen bombs 
only live Fesponded to the request to 
atlend ne seventh world conference 
held. this year. 


The paper was commenting on the effeer 
in Japan of the recent decision by the 
Soviet Union to resume nuclear tests. The 
split in the Japan Council Against Atomic 
and Hydrogen Bombs (Genstikva) on this 
issue Was reported in Peace News last week. 

According to -fsahi Shimbun, Gensuikyo 
has 80 executive directors, but onty 17 of 
these took an active part in the executive 
council, and a majority of these 17 were 
Communists. 


The Tesumption of Russian nuclear tests 
has given rise to a similar crisis in the 
allairs of the  Japan-Soviet Priendship 
Society, from which one of its viee-chair- 
men, President of Tokyo University Dr, 
Sti Kaya, has resigned. the chairman and 
two other vice-chyipmen alse threatened to 
Tesign when the Board of Directors, ACN 
on ifs own initiative, issued a statement 
supporting the tests, 


MPs’ letter 


pur Y-NINE backbencsh Labour MPs 

signed a letter to President Kennedy 
and Mr. Khrushchev appealing to bath to 
undertake to hasten negotiations and avoid 
military action over Berlin, and for an 
Humediate moratorium on nuclear tests e\- 


Plosions pending a final disannament agree- 
ment, 


The main signatories of the letter are 


Fenner Brockway, Anthony Greenwood, 
Emmanuel Shinwell and Michael Chile. 
Other MPs who signed include: Joyce 


Butler, 1 om Driberg, Judith Hart, George 
Thomas, Frank Allaun, Barbara Castle and 
Stephen Swingler, 


The letter urges recognition of the Oder- 
Neisse line, recognition of East Germany 
and no nuclear weapons for gither West or 
East Germany, 
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PPE “Common Market” is an 

attractive caption when associated 
with international trading — practice. 
The term suggests integral co-opera- 
tion, while the abolition of tariffs 
within a given area suggests the possi- 
bility of harmony in trade and econo- 
nuc relationships and the elimination 
of competition. But in the scheme 
under discussion competition would 
continue both within and without the 
Common Market area, and grow in 
intensity, as today. 

On what grounds, then, did Britain sud- 
denly become interested in) the Common 
Market? Jt was mainly because she was 
in a financial and economic crisis due in 
part to heavy losses in her export trade, 
Jargely owing to strong German competi- 


tion. The small group in control was in a 
panic. Yet Britain cannot enter the Com- 
mon Market without abandoning — her 


Colonial preferential tariff systern or modi- 
fying it. So what ? 


Chis situation calls for a peep into the 
history of Britain's trading policies, Our 
younger generations will be astonished to 
learn that) as late as 70 or even 65 
years ago Britain boasted of being the 
workshop of the world. At the time there 
was some truth in it. 


It was then Britain’s policy to dovetail 
the economy of as many countries as pos- 
sible into her own, by the simple device of 
exchanging machine-made goods for food 
and raw materials. Because the latter were 
cheap, and she held a monopoly of the 
former, trading on such terms was exceed- 
ingly profitable. ft was called buying in 
the cheapest markets and selling in the 
dearest. 


But the secret was quickly perceived by 
other West European countries, who later 
chaHenged Britain’s monopoly, whereafter 
she modified her boast to “Britain the 
workshop of the Empire.” 


The modified slogan worked well for a 
time, but ended in the first world war, 
which exhausted her financial and economic 
resources and seriously crippled her mer- 
cantile marine. ler Dominions seized this 
Opportunity to secure ships of their own, 
and later to embark on various kinds of 
mass-production industry, Britain did all 
in her power to prevent these develop- 
ments, but in the end she was obliged to 
come to terms. One result was a reciprocal 
tarif! policy which insured to both sides a 
considerable volume of the kinds of trade 


they required, while leaving them free to 
rove the world for other markets. 


That arrangement has continued until 
now, but the sudden Joss of many world 
markets, including some near at hand, has 
caused Britain to consider the pros and 
cons of joining the European Common 
Market group and its probable effects on 
the Colonial preferential tariffs agreement. 


But would this change solve Britain's 
financial and economic problems ? None 
dare say that it would, while most certainly 
it would not lift her into a non-competitive 
Arcadia. Both within and without the 
Common Market she would have to face 
severe and growing competition, while Ger- 
many would continue to be her severest 
competitor for some time at least. After a 
dozen gruelling years of climbing out of the 
poverty and the colossal delapidations and 
destruction of a mass-bombing defeat in 
the second world war, Germany, with the 
aid of the most up-to-date automatic 
machinery, bought with borrowed money, 
and of a Treaty order not to spend money, 
time and labour on armaments, has become 
sulliciently tough to reach prosperity and 
acquire a competitive power greater than 
that of her old rival. 

This situation occurs precisely at the 
moment when Britain, and to some extent 
the USA, are in a trade recession which on 
both sides of the Atlantic has been ascribed 


The Mla 


to ‘softness ” due to the relaxing effects of 
affluence! ‘The British Government states 
that spending is out-pacing production, 
which must be checked by increased pro- 
duction, Jess spending, and a wage and 
salary freeze, ctc—a decision which the 
trades unions, Civil Service organisations, 
and some professions reject and even chal- 
lenge with strikes. 

The outcome is a condition of social chaos 
and a class war of a rather new kind. As 
for German toughness, the answer would 
appear to be that very soon German 
workers will be demanding big wage in- 
creases, when a united international front 
against the owners of financial and eco- 
nomic power could emerge. 


But what if we are not paving our way 
as a nation? That is the vital question, 
but it raises many others, such as tax 
evasions, heavy spending in high places, 
and the size of the hidden reserves in the 
big financial corporations, And behind 


these questions stands the spectre of Com- 
munism. ‘Together they reveal the nature 
of our crisis. 


The Common Market will not resolve 
that crisis, nor any fundamental problem, 
since competition and the fear of an eco- 
nomic breakdown will be as powerful as 
ever. 

Our real need is a new econamy, a 
peace-promoting economy, if you like, a 
pacifist economy, which in fact, lies within 
our reach. Its basis is a large measure of 
self-sufficiency and a reasonably balanced 
agro-industrial economy, 

Gandhi came to this conclusion after 
carefully studying our British economy over 
fifty years ago. He perceived that to aim 
at securing a perpetually expanding export 
trade in secondary production in order to 
acquire considerable credit balances all over 
the world was a form of economic aggres- 
sion that would inevitably lead to military 
aggression and war if many countries prac- 
tised it. He therefore warned India against 
adopting it. 

Britain developed her unbalanced cco- 
nomy when she found that she could buy 
wheat, for example, much more cheaply 
than she could grow it, and pay for it with 
highly profitable machine-made goods, and 
then invest much of the profit in the coun- 
tries which provided it, even while the 
policy threw many British wheatlands out 


ston of the 


painfully struggles to maintain her danger- 
ously unbalanced agro-industrial economy 


and the old struggle for markets. ‘The 
major world catastrophics of the last six 
years—including the Communist revolution 
of Russia in 1917---would appear to have 
taught her nothing. Under such an economy 
no prospect of a peaceful life, of disarma- 
ment, or of a solution to the ideological 
conflict that now imperils the entire world 
is possible. 


Humanity is now confronted with the 
following stark facts: 


1. A growing fear of the third war amidst 
an endless series of major crises. 


N 


Persistent but mainly hopeless demands 
for complete disarmament from every 
corner of the glabe. 


3. Dramatic and almost despairing action 
by CND movements in many countries 
amidst a general atmosphere of apathy 
and unbelief, 

4. Persistent trade recessions, especially in 
the richest and most prosperous coun- 
trices, due to unstable economies and 
ways of Jife. 

5S. A growing fear of Communism which 
seems to reach its climax in the United 
States, and which to some extent is 
paralysing America’s economy and way 
of life by diverting into armaments 
wealth which could vitalise and rejuve- 
nate the life of mankind were it poured 
into bold constructive enterprises. 


The towering demands for affluence in a 
profit-determined expanding economy _ is 
perpetually carrying its exponents out of 


Common Market 


of cultivation, many British farmers into 
bankruptcy, and caused many agricultural 
workers to migrate North to work in the 
cotton factories of Lancashire. 


Other countries followed Britain's ex- 
ample in due course, whence the competi- 
tion for world markets grew fiercer and 
more hostile, especially with Germany who, 
some years before 1914 began to challenge 
Britain’s naval and Colonial supremacy 
with a cruiser building programme that 
turned out to be the prelude to the first 
world war. 


Despite these events and the second 
world war, which arose out of the first, 
and the fact that in recent years sharp 
rises in food and raw material prices have 
completely changed the terms of trade, 
Britain still pursues the old policy and 
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Boys can be boys in army 


Bors are queuing up to sign on at Army 
apprentice schools according to a report 
in the Guardian on Sept. 29. The four 
major Army apprentice schools will each 
increase their strength to 1,000, Recruit- 
ment to the nine junior training units is also 
high. Many of the boys are 15-year-olds 
straight from secondary modern schools. 


Ihe army has modernised its junior train- 
ing programme since a Government inquiry 
in 1955 complained that the boys units and 
apprentice schools had been devised "as if 
the boy-soldier were, in fact, a soldier 
rather than a boy.” Senior officers at 
apprentice and junior units now take a 
course at the Army School of Education 
where “doctors, sociologists, educationists 
and even experts on juvenile delinquency ” 
lecture to them. 

The Guardian reporter concludes “ With 
adult recruitment still Jargely an unreward- 
ing struggle, it may be that the War Office 
has found a golden road to observing the 
golden rule ‘Get ’em young.’” 


RAF drive for recruits 


Li. headmasters of public and grammar 
schools are to be invited to atlend a 
major exercise at the RAF College at Cran- 
well. They will be shown the RAF's Jatest 
weapons in operation, ‘the exercise, which 


a 


lasts several days, will show in“ proper 
perspective ” the RAF’s needs in manpower 
and weapons, and its aim is to increase re- 
cruiting for RAF air crews, 

The Air Council views the present low 
Jevel of recruitment with alarm. According 
to the Daily Telegraph's Ate Correspondent 


“The situation could become dangerous if 
not rectified soon.” Wuncan Sandys 1957 
Defence Paper, which implied that the mis- 
sile was superceding the pilot, is blamed by 
senior officers for the drop in recruitment, 


Swiss vote on bomb 


AN “initiative ” urging that a declaration 

should be written into the Constitution 
“that Switzerland renounces nuclear war- 
fare” was rejected by a large majority in 
the Lower House of the Swiss Parliament 
on September 27. he Lower House’s re- 
commendation that the initiative be rejected 
will go before the Council of Cantons in 
December. 

Under the Swiss constitution an “ initia- 
tive” with over 30,000 signatures has to be 
considered by Parliament. To add an 
amendment to the constitution requires a 
simple majority of both the people and the 
Cantons. Voting by the people on the pre- 
sent initiative, which has 71,000 signatures, 
will take place in the spring if bath Houses 
of Parliament make (he same recommenda- 
tion, 


The Sikh leader Tara Singh ended his 48 
day fast on October 1. ‘The Indian Gov- 
ernment promised to appoint a commis- 
sion to Jook into Sikh grievances, but Mr. 
Nehru reiterated on Sunday that the com- 
mission could not consider the question 
of a separate Punjabi State-ethe issue for 
which Sikh Vara Singh began his fast. 


“THIS IS YOUR WORLD. 


Anderson Ganyile, the young leader of the 
Pondos, is said to have been kidnapped 
by South African police in the British 
Protectorate of Basutoland, and taken 
across the border to Transkei in South 
Africa. His uncle has made an urgent 
application in the Supreme Court at 
Grahamstown demanding Ganyile’s pro- 
duction in court. 


Sixty young men belonging to the Basque 
resistance movement in Spain have been 
imprisoned and tortured and most. of 
them have been transferred to Madrid to 
await summary trial. They are charged 
with sabotage and with the burning of a 
Franco flag in San Sebastian on July 18 
according to Manuel de Jrujio, ex-Minister 


of Justice of the Spanish Republic 
(Basque Delegation, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1) in a letter to the 


Guardian on September 28. 


Emrys Hughes, MP, on his return from 
Russia, reported that Russian school chil- 
dren were singing anti-Polaris songs in- 
vented on the Clyde, and translated from 
Scottish into Russian by Soviet poet 
Samuel Marshak. A biography of Robert 
Burns was selling ‘like hot cakes” at 
street corner kiosks. 


Bristol is to have drive-in bingo sessions in 
a multi-storey garage. Numbers will be 
called over a loud-speaker ang winners 
will sound their horns. 


their depth when, as now, British states- 
men in desperation clutch at the Common 
Market. Were they to enter it they would 
soon discover the devouring propensities of 
their social and financial system once again 
carrying them into the whirlpool of insol- 
vency and social conflict. 


The first step towards a rational economy 
and a stable social order is a reasonably 
balanced agro-industrial economy. This 
would reduce the strains and stresses 
caused by rising demands for still more 
production, a bigger export trade, and the 
capture of more and more markets. 


The next step would be to think in terms 
of a qualitative civilisation in order to 
supersede the present quantilative one, One 
of the means to that end would be a policy 
of decentralisation, both political and in- 
dustrial, Such decentralisation is necessary 
in order to check the present trend towards 
totalitarian rule politically by an inner 
Cabinet committee and industrially by big 
finance and big industrial corporations with 
their entourage of technologists and adver- 
tisers, who today decide what shall be pro- 
duced and consumed and at what. rate. 
Power such as that must be democratised, 
and decentralisation is the only means of 
doing it. Thus instead of engaging in 
maximum production and consumption of 
goods and services to meet the demands 
of profit-emakers we could shorten our 
working hours and re-shape our way of 
life to meet the demands of the aspiring 
spirit of 4 creative democracy which so far 
has not been evolved. 

That era now lies within our reach, and 
our best thought and energy ought from 
now on to be devoted to its fulfilment. 
Already the signs of fatigue, doubt and 
dissatisfaction with the devouring tend- 
encies of our time are multiplying, while 
a deeper realisation that the mind and soul 
of man cannot be satisfied by bread alone, 
but need the stimulus and inspiration of 
millions of now suppressed spiritual im- 
pulses and aspirations is observable. 

Once we begin to move towards the 
cconomy of a new creative era we shall 
discover that it is a peace-making economy, 
since its basie principle from the grass roots 
up is co-operation, whence at every level 
and at every stage every problem can be 
faced in the spirit of “ reasoning together.” 
This is the economy and the political order 
that was called for in the Peace News 
editorial; “The Committee of 100 and a 
New Political Basis.” 


Wilfred Welloek 


ON September 17 the Committee of 
100 defied a Government ban, with 
the support and approval of a large 
part of the country. We can no longer 
be written off as an irresponsible beat- 
nik minority; instead, we are now pre- 
sented us desperate enthusiasts, held 
together only by the government's 
blunders and a negative dislike of 
destruction, without a constructive 
idea between us. For, it is said, 
“People of such mixed political views 
can never agree on a positive pro- 
gramme.” 
i By all the rules, it ought to be true. But 
it is not. The hundred whom Russell, 
Scatt and Schoenman scraped together nine 
months ago, mostly inexperienced, unim- 
portant and very young, were as mixed a 
bag as those who sat on Sunday. Divergent 
political attitudes towards the state and 
society, police and public, have underlain 
every argument about where, when or how 
to demonstrate or what to say. The dis- 
cussions have often been ragged, undis- 
ciplined, and long winded; but out of them 
has come a series of clear, simple decisions, 
usually almost unanimous, that have proved 
right and honest in the judgment of our 
fellows. 

Right decisions are not reached by magic; 
they come because the Committee has man- 
aged to preserve among its individual mem- 
bers the personal qualities of integrity and 
determination, which the need for com- 
promise and calculation quickly kills in 
other political bodies. ‘Those of us who 
have in the past canvassed for a Labour 
candidate we distrust, in support of a pro- 
spective Government whose purpose, capa- 
city and morality we doubt, have felt an 
element of dishonesty in what we tell the 
voter. The common outlook that we in- 
adequately term “non-violence” lies deep 
in ordinary decent humans once called to 
the surface, it frees us from the need for 
such intellectual and moral deceits. We 
can say what we mean openly. 

Whenever supporters have been able to 
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Working 


out direct 


democracy 


discuss problems wider than immediate 
demonstrations we have felt ourselves to be 
a movement concerned with all) human 
social problems, though at the moment the 
threat of annihilation pushes every other 
question into the background. We have 
already learnt that nuclear weapons are not 
simply an accidental excrescence, that you 
can remove without affecting the rest of 
society, The bomb has become the ulti- 
mate symbol of the irresponsible violence 
inherent in our autocratic society, and each 
step towards its abolition brings you slap 
against some other deceit or latent violence. 


This agreement reaches far beyond the 
present supporters of the movement. We 
have become aware of the pressures that 
would mould us into just another party, 
offering cut and dried policies, a party line 
enforced by majority decision and public- 
ised by putting up by-election candidates. 
In trying to inspire public resistance in all 
countries we face a barren choice between 
two sets of ambitious men, chosen and con- 
trolled by small party cliques, their con- 
sciences in hostage to whips who determine 
their hopes of promotion or even their 
chance of continuing in Parliament, We do 
not condone this corruption with platitudes 
about democracy; we say that it is undemo- 
cratic, wrong, and that it brings Parliament 
self into contempt; we would rather see a 
House of Commons mainly made up of 
young men and women who live among the 
people they represent, and intend to return 
to normal life rather than become profes- 
sional politicians. Others who have sought 
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Read Alan Sillitoe’s account of the 
great Trafalgar Square sit-down in 
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nuclear disarmament or a just and sane 
society have accepted as unchangeable the 
present fact that ninety per cent of the 
members of the Trade Unions, Ward 
Labour Parties and other bodies are dor- 
nant, and never attend meetings, and have 
therefore manauvred within’ the narrow 
compass of the ten per cent who are now 
“political.” We have seen that if we are 
to ban the bomb we must first radically 
change the political thinking of the country, 
and awaken the ninety per cent from their 
paralysis, help them to learn that they have 
the strength to change society. 

We have made a small beginning. The 
way forward does not lie in bright ideas, 
but in encouraging the healthy growth that 


AOR AHEHMKRKWAWRRKRRW KARE SD 


By JOHN MORRIS 


The writer is lecturer in’ Ancient 
History at University College, London, 
and a member of the Commitiee of 100. 
Earlier contributions have come from 
April Carter, Ralph Schoenman and the 
Rev, Michael Scott. 
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is already shaping. The most important 
development is the formation in’ various 
parts of the country of autonomous Jocal 
committees of 100, in) coherent communi- 
tics, Where there is a basis, often nat filling 
anything like all their places at the. start. 
There is an occasional tendency to prefer 
a loose supporters group, Open to confusions 
created by half-hearted or interested sup- 
pocters, and looking to the sheltering pro- 
teclion of the national committes which will 
treat them as branches and give then; direc- 
tives. But this is not domjnant; most are 
ready to stand on their feet, looking out 
side for co-ordination and advice rather 
than direction, 

These local committees are Jikely to face 
possibilities and problems more varied than 
we have hitherto fronted nationally, with a 
greater emphasis on the many-sided aspects 
of non-violence. When, for instance, it is 
possible to campaign for a missile factory 
to turn over to peaceful production, you 
run slap up against the need for alternative 
employment, the atutude of the local 
authority, of the churches and parties; a 
committee which campaigns with resolute 
honesty among its own neighbours for a 
period, bringing these discreetly concealed 
problems into the open, will soon earn a 
standing respect in its own community 
which large anonymous demonstrations in 
Central London or at a distant base can 
never Will, 

The focal committees are likely to repro- 
duce the way of working of the national 
commiltee, not by imitation, but because 
they will consist of the samy kind of 
people. The essence of that way of work- 
ing is summed up in Michael Scott's phrase, 
“We must set standards which we may 
reasonably expect thousands of people to 
follow,” and these standards apply as much 
to their internal structure as to public 
action. 

[he most striking novelty of the Com- 
mittee of J00's organisation hitherto has 
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been its instinctive rejection of the appa- 
ratus of indtreet democracy-~a hierarchy of 
clected oflicers, executive, branches-—and its 
groping towards a workable form of direct 
demacracy. In place of an executive the 
Committee established a Working Group, 
invigag all members who are prepared to 
work to attend. Its personnel have in prac- 
tice been part constant, part changing; it 
has enabled us to resist arrest without dis- 
ruption, and, more important, to avoid a 
gulf between leaders and led; individuals 
who set out to advise are listened to as long 
as they continue to persuade, not because 
they hold an office. Similarly, rapid two- 
Way communication of information and 
ideas depends on convenors of supporters, 
who have no membership; and convenors 
change as the work outstrips their time or 
capability. Instinctively, we have rejected 
election, because it rests upon a theoretical 
assumption that gifted persons are natur- 
ally few, and the business of the less cap- 
able mass is to choose them out, and oll- 
load its responsibilities upon them, In 
practice, election tends to inflame compe- 
tion among individuals for honour and pre- 
cedence, to exaggerate personal and ideo- 
logical differences. 

So far we have been feeling in the dark 
for some form of organisation that better 
fils our basic attitude. Its major problems 
are not yet tackled; the national committee 
is sull arbitrarily chosen on the basis of 
who knows who. Ultimately, it is bound 
to. become representative of the Jocal com- 
Mmittees it must co-ordinate. If it is not to 
be selected by a few individuals, or clected 
by supporters of rival candidates, it will 
probably have to be chosen, for a fixed 
term, at random, from among those who 
are willing to serve and have proved their 
devotion, That can only be when 
there are enough proven and will- 
ing people to make choice possible ; 
but it) matches our common — atti- 
tude of belief in humanity. So far the 
strength of the Committee has been that it 
has brought aut the best. in very ordinary 
people. One might doubi whether ten 
chosen by chance would give a balanced 
reliable body; bur few would assert that the 
present hundred are by nature a better set 
of men and women than an average hun- 
dred. of our many thousands af supporters, 
If those who sceck to advise and guide have 
the right to speak, if not to vote, at the 
meetings of such an average hundred, the 
decisions are not tikaly ta be more foolish 
or less honest than those already reached. 


C) 


However they might work out in detail, 
these Concepts of direct democmecy are new 
to modern political thought. They recall 
the spirit that governed ancient Athens, 
where democracy was born, and where also 
election was frowned upon as undemo- 
cratic, and almost all choice of persons was 
made by lot. It is not a bad model, in 
principle, if not in detail, and the ideas in- 
volved are clearly relevant not only to the 
sma}l present concerns of Committees of 
100, but to the whole range of Jocal and 
national representative bodies; the kind of 
thinking that we have already developed 
may in the future set a pattern of con- 
siderable importance, 


The responsibility for the future tight 
against the bomb and against all the evil it 
shiclds and personifics rests on local com- 
Miuttees, no longer exclusively or even 
mainly on a self-appointed national bady. 
If they show the same resolute infegrity as 
the original committee there is no reason 
why we should noy pass fram a movement 
of protest to a movement thar actually rids 
us of bombs and bases. 
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John Kex 


AFRICA’S REVOLUTION AND THE 


[1 is always a sad experience to see 
one’s favourite revolution go wrong. 
Such was the experience of our 
socialist fathers who looked for the 
establishment of the New Jerusalem 
in Russia and then had to face up to 
the hard facts of the political trials 
of the Thirties. 

Such also was the experience of those who 
fought for Indian independence in the 
‘Twenties and Thirties and then watched 
an Indian bureaucracy move in to take 
over from the English. And so also to- 
day there are those who in a confused 
way imagined that the political liberation 
of Ghana would provide an idect model 
for all Africa, if not for the whole world, 
and who find it difficult to understand the 
resentment felt by Ghanaian workers to- 
wards the privileged elite who rule them. 


In such circumstances three different atti- 
tudes appear in liberal and left wing 
politics in Eurepe. One is that of the 
god-that-failed man who ends up on the 
far right and avidly reads his Encounter 
for news of new revolutionary infamy, A 
second is that of the man who refuses to 
believe what he hears of his heroes or 
explains it away as an unhappy but neces- 
sary stage of development, And then, 
thirdly, there are those who claim still to 


BRITISH LEFT 


be the true guardians of the revolutionary 
gospel, who refuse ever to be caught out 
again by supporting a revolution, and 
spend their time manufacturing revolu- 
tionary reasons for withholding their 
support. 


O 


All these atlitudes are equally irrelevant to 
the man who actually finds himself in a 
revolutionary situation, For him there is 
i question of food for his children, or a 
question of a colour bar which keeps him 
from freely entering the labour market, 
or a question of policemen who arrest 
him and his friends without warrant and 
excuse, As a Russian peasant once told 
a Tsarist magistrate. ‘It’s got nothing 
to do with the little books which people 
give us, There simply isn’t enough to 
eat.” Such certainly was the feeling of 
nearly every African politician I ever 
met. He wasn’t secking to prove a revo- 
lutionary theory. He wasn’t staking his 
life on the theoretical purity of Dr. 
Nkrumah or anyone else. He was trying 
to make himself free, trying to get work 
and food to keep his family, and to do so 
he had to fight against Verwoerd’s police, 


French Dawtry 


THE DEATH PENALTY 


Wanged by the Neck, by Arthur Koestler and C. Hf. Rolph. Penguin Books, 2s. 6d. 
Hanged in Error, by Leslie Hale. Penguin Books, 2s. 6d. 


Wien the campaign for the abolition of capital punishment came to an 
end in 1948 a Royal Commission was appointed. It considered and 
rejected many compromise measures for limiting the use of the death penalty. 
It was by its terms of reference prohibited from recommending the total 
abolition of capital punishment, but its comprehensive Report made it clear 


that claims for any unique value in the 
death penalty could not be sub- 
stantiated, 

When no action was taken about the 
Report, a private Bill was introduced in the 
Commons by Sydney Silverman, to provide 
for the suspension of the use of capital 
punishment for murder for an experimental 
period—and the Commons carried it. The 
Lords, however, found no time for it, so 
the Bill never became an Act. But the 
Government, under pressure, brought in its 
own compromise measure, embodying in its 
Homicide Act a number of proposals which 
had been rejected by the Royal Commis- 
sion, ‘The Act is illogical in its effect but 
it has at least reduced the number of execu- 
tions each year; and it has not led to any 
increase in the rate of murder. The 
Government, when asked to re-examine the 
Act implied that it should have at least five 
years’ evidence of its effect before any 
further changes could be contemplated. 
The five years is now nearly over and the 
tine is approaching when a new effort can 
be made, with reasonable hope, to get rid 
of the death penalty altogether. Vhe Cam- 
paign now organised to achieve this end 
will be intensified in the coming winter and 
spring, and it is essential that those who 
believe in abolition should be able to sup- 
port their beliefs when these are attacked 
on factual (or so-called practical) grounds. 


“IT renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 
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Vor this purpose Penguin Books are to 
be thanked and congratulated for pro- 
ducing these two short books, ‘The first. is 
bused on a longer work produced some 
years ago by Arthur Koestler (who was 
once himseif under sentence of death in 
Spain) and it has now been abbreviated 
and edited by C. H. Rolph, and supple- 
mented by recent information and an 
analysis of murders since the Homicide Act. 

‘The book includes some material designed 
to shake the complacent, but it has also a 
great deal of factual information and argu- 
ment so that it will be most valuable to a 
variety of readers who need io be con- 
verted, or simply to have their opinions 
bolstered in readiness for the inevitable 


arguments. My only criticism is of the 
space devoted to arguments against the 
actual process of hanging with all its 


horrors, as these might be obviated by 
resort to some other method of execution, 
and they are not relevant to the argument, 
on principle, about the rights and wrongs 
of capital punishment. But it is a most use- 
ful book Joaded with information, 

Many who believe in the death penalty 
as a final sanction in our law, comfort 
themselves by the conviction that our judi- 
cial system is so wonderful that no one 
could ever be executed in error, The out- 
standingly sad and disturbing case of 
Timothy Evans must have shaken their 
beliefs, but Leslie Hale has brought together 
a number of other cases, old and new, to 
show how fallible the legal pracess can be. 
“| shall ask for the abolition of capital 
punbhment until I have the infallibility of 
human judgement demonstrated to me”, 
said Lafayette. Those who share this 
opinion will have no hesitation in continu- 
ing their demand alter reading this book. 
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Welensky’s soldiers and the privileged 
white unions who refused him a job. 


For these reasons | find Miss Raya Duna- 


yevskaya’s pamphlet which has now been 
published in England of no more than 
academic interest.* Miss Dunayevskaya 
was once ‘Trotsky’s seeretary. Like him 
she was disillusioned by Stalin’s Russia. 
But she went further and broke with 
lrotsky, holding that his theory of the 
permanent revolution itself led away from 
the liberation of labour and in the direc- 
tion of state capitalism. Miss Dunayev- 
skaya opposes ai] attempts to find a short 
cut to the socialist revolution, which do 
not put their faith in the workers them- 
selves and therefore oppose to the 
workers some sort of power which claims 
to represent their vanguard, She is thus 
opposed to the Russian Communists 
whose break “with the Marxist analysis 
of the law of value as the law of the 
development of capitalism, meant their 
continuing state capitalist exploitation of 
the Russian proletariat,” and to Mao’s 
“Army-Party cadre’? which made the 
Chinese worker work ever harder. 


She sees hope, however, for the Afro-Asian 


~~ 


revolution because she envisages the pos- 
sibility of a victory for their largely 
peasant revolutions with the aid of the 
proletariat of the advanced capitalist 
countries. ‘The danger, however, is that 
instead they will turn for advice to 
crypto-Stalinists like “litthe George Pad- 
more” and that their revolution will be 
betrayed. 

would be the last to apologise for George 
Padmore. His plans for handing over the 
running of Ghana to Vanguard Activists 
make one’s hair stand on end, and I have 
no doubt that in the case of Ghana such 
advice helped to entrench a privileged 
party bureaucracy (though Dr. Nkrumah 
is at least making a partial attack on this 
bureaucracy at the present time), What I 
have against Miss Dunayevskaya is her 
lack of any fecling for the actual situa- 
tion in which exploited colonial peoples 
find themselves. 


[a] 


Very soon it seems ltkely a majority of the 


members of the UN will be demanding 
the deposition of the puppet Tshombe 
and the liberation of the people of 
Katanga. Our own country will be doing 
its damnedest to stand in the way. Our 
task is surely to help Dr. O'Brien and all 
who think like him and to demand the 
expulsion from Katanga of Rhodesian 
and British mercenary officers. Wery soon 
also Sir Roy Welensky, with or without 
the connivance of the British Govern- 
ment, will be putting an end to hopes of 
democracy in Northern Rhodesia. Our 
task is to fight with Mr. Kaunda to see 
that this does not happen, Perhaps in the 
long run this may result in the establish- 
ment in Katanga and Northern Rhodesia 
of a capitalist society. Perhaps it may 
mean the establishment of a Nkrumah- 
style one party state. Perhaps at that 
stage Miss Dunayevskaya’s pamphlet may 
have some relevance. But even if all 
these things are true | have no doubt at 
all that the overthrow of Welensky and 
Tshombe will mean an immense enlarge- 
ment of human liberty. 

is important perhaps that we should read 
this pamphlet and indced all other pam- 
phicts which contribu{e to the debate 
about the ways of transition to socialism. 
But if we do we should also make an 
immediate donation to the UNIP of 
Northern Rhodesia or some other such 
body as a penance for wasting time 
which we could be giving to help- 
ing the present colonial revolution. 
For myself 1 become more and 
more convinced that the Left in 
Britain has little to offer the colonial 
revolution because it is incapable of even 
looking at this revolution except through 
the “false consciousness" produced by 
its own tired theoretical debates. 


Nationalism, Communism, Marxist 
Humanism and the Afro-Asian Revolu- 
tions,” by Raya Dunayevskaya. Repub- 
lished by The Left Group, Cambridge 
University Labour Club, Is. or 25 cent. 


MPHE Probation 


The author might 


Merfyn Turner 


THE PROBATION 
SERVICE 


Service has many 
advocates, but none, perhaps, more 


competent. sensitive and sensible 
than John St. John. In his latest 
book,  PROBATION—-Titk SECOND 


Crance, Vista Books 25s., he has 
done what Frank Dawtry describes 
in his Foreword as “ . a remark- 
ably successful job in describing and 
conveying a section of the life of a 
national Service (which) should help 
to widen understanding of what 
(probation) involves...” 


The author embarked on his enquiry as a 


journalist who, “like most writers .. . 
was interested in criminals and the 
law...” He believed the public needed 
to be told more about probation and the 
varied activities of probation officers. 
The book that emerged from his inquiry 
reveals much more than a journalist’s 
skilled manipulation of his art. It shows 
a sympathetic and enlightened apprecia- 
tion of the forces and factors that shape 
human behaviour. It digs deep into the 
world of those who get their second 
chance and those who help them to 
benefit by it. It draws sensibly on the 
experience of those who administer the 
service. 


But nowhere is the book more successful 


than when the author allows himself to 
comment, to clarify, and to criticise. The 
light which is thus shed unobtrusively on 
the author’s personality is by no means 
the least iMuminating part of the book. 
PronatTion—-THE SECOND CHANCE is more 
than the work of a journalist in search 
of a book. It is the expression of a 
sincere conviction that the public needs 
to be informed. 


Unfortunately the public doesn’t read. The 


sale and circulation of books may be 
increasing annually, But books, like 
bombs, seldom find their way into the 
right hands. John St. John’s book will 
be read widely in its field. The Home 
Office will see in it a vindication of their 
own judgment in allowing him facilities 
to make the inquiry. Probation officers 
will see in it the Service that attracted 
their interest and stirred their imagina- 
tion when they were young. Students 
searching for outlets in the field of social 
work may see in it a challenge— however 
sober, safe and respectable, for Probation 
has social status that the Police Court 
Mission never enjoyed. But “the public” 
~-the people after all who need to read 
this book -will continue to rely on tele- 
vision’s programmes of off-putting pro- 
bation officers, newspaper cuttings, and 
the popular image. 


have devoted greater 
space to the popular image, to his criti- 
cisms of probation officers and their 
criticism of those in authority over them. 
His observations are kind. Tis reactions 
are almost always controlled and mode- 
rate. The overall result is an admiration 
for a fine service, and an even greater 
admiration for the author. 


The Perfect Book to give to the 


Teenager, and the ' Fence-sitter' 


YOU ARE NOT POWERLESS 
by Leslie Fainlight 


the Medical Assoc. for the Prevention of War 
says: — 


“Mr. Fainlight is to be congratulated on 
writing a good treatise on the futility of war, 
the untruth of its inevitabilily, and the important 
Part which can be played by the pacifist. He 
{races the history of war from early stages and 
stresses the part played in) modern days by 
authority in popularising war by appeals to 
patriotism and glamour, and a biassed teaching 
of history.” 


5s a copy from 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 
§ Caledonian Read, London N.1. 
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Violence and the police 


£ tONGRATULATIONS to Rachel Pinney 
son her courageous experiment in going 
beyond the usual measure of civil disobedi- 
ence, and on her deduction from it that 
we need to look farther into a type of non- 
violence which engenders violence in return, 
1 would like to suggest that we are perhaps 
not non-violent when we put unexpected 
extra work on the police. It does not 
engender violence when they are sent out to 
perform a certain specified duty, but when 
an individual adds to this duty the action 
ceases to be entirely non-violent, and so 
provokes counter-violence in the police. 

I have suggested to the Committee of 100 
that they discuss the technique of being 
arrested and consider how far we should 
take our civil disobedience. Then the police 
should be informed in advance what to 
expect. Concerted action has its effect, but 
extra individual “ non-violence" may be a 
mistake. — DOROTHY GLAISTER, Braziers 
Park, Epsden, Oxon. 


Asking for it 
YACHEL PINNEY'’S letter in last week's 
Peace News expressed my own thoughts 
about the Trafalgar Square demonstration. 

Direct action, as other contributors have 
pointed out, expresses itself on two different 
levels, one personal and one political. For 
effective results the two levels are inter- 
dependent. If we become obsessed with the 
purification of our own consciences there is 
a danger of becoming oblivious to the poli- 
tical effects of our action. 

Since in this campaign our agreed aim is 
unilateral disarmament, we must ask our- 
selves how many police, spectators and 
newspaper readers we converted to this 
ideal by being passively resistant. Non- 
violence in the face of arrest or provoca- 
tion is the criterion of success in this sym- 
bolic personal struggle. A change in public 
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Opinion is the criterion of political success. 

I think that newspaper and ‘TV publicity 
did make people think and discuss nuclear 
war in oflices, shops, factories, and groups 
everywhere. But I'm not happy about the 
effects it appears to have had on some 
policemen~-or those spectators who tried to 
incite a free-for-all in order to satisfy their 
own anti-police feelings. 

Some of the policemen I spoke to were 
tired and bored, but were thinking it would 
all be over “ thank goodness ” by midnight. 
Though nothing justifies police violence 
against passive people, in prolonging the 
demonstration after midnight we were cer- 
tainly asking for it. 

We had held our public assembly, heard 
speeches, und shown the Government we 
Were prepared to commit civil disobedience 
for this democratic right. Since it was im- 
possible to get to Parliament Square, | 
think we should have gone home at mid- 
night.—SYLVIA COX, § Henley Street, 
Scarborough, Yorks, 

Why pay fines ? 
TPE demonstrations in London and at 
Holy Loch achieved their purpose in 
that the press gave them ample coverage, 
thus making people think seriously for once. 
{ cannot understand though why the actions 
are not “ followed through.” Why pay the 
fines? The Government will soon come to 
welcome the demonstrations as @ source of 
revenue! Fill the jails next time: no more 
paying the fines.-~A, M. MACLEAN, Loch- 
side, Kilmoluag, Tiree. 


A Midlands “ 100” 


"ENWO dozen of us from Birmingham took 

part in the Committee of 100. sit-down. 
Since then we have been greatly impressed 
by the number of sympathisers who have 


f want a campaign 


for Neutralism 
By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


"PHE reversal by the Labour Party 
Conference of its decision a year 
ago to press for nuclear disarmament 
(including the cancellation of Ameri- 
can bases) in British territories and 
waters demands careful and practical 
consideration of future policy. 


I think both the CND and the Committee 
of 100 should also think out future policies. 
The Aldermaston March has been a great 
event, but its appeal and impact will in- 
evitably become less. Thanks to Mr. Butler 
and the police and the sacrificial devotion 
of the many supporters of the Committee 
of 100, the Trafalgar Square demonstration 
made a wide impression; but among sup- 
porters of the Committee I also find a deep 
searching for a constructive policy. 

As you know, | do not support collective 
civil disobedience in a democratic society. 
It is justified in struggles for democracy in 
territories under alien occupation or dicta- 
torships. But once democratic rights are 
secured, IT think we must recognise an 
obligation to obey the Jaw as decided by an 
elected Parliament, whilst of course being 
active to change laws which we regard as 
wrong. 

There is one exception to this. If an 
individual is asked to act against his con- 
science, as in the case of conscientious 
objectors to military service, personal civil 
disobedience is certainly justificd morally. 

Despite the decisions of the Blackpool 
Conference, | still believe in acting politic- 
ally through the Labour Party. I believe 
the Labour Party is the best political instru- 
ment for socialism and peace. Ut does not 
satisfy me in cither respect, but on social 
issucs, foreign policy (when it can escape 
fram NATO inhibitions), and colonial 
policy it is far better than the Tories, I 
know we can influence events more effect- 
ively through the Labour Party than 
through isolated movements, 

I do not expect all unilateralists to accept 
this view. Many of them are not socialists. 
Many of them are “socialists who are tao 
deeply disillusioned in the Labour Party to 
§ art if. 
sink this is due to a failure to take 
an historical view. Even if one feels, that 
the danger of nuclear war is too imminent 


to be historical, how else can one influence 
events in the sphere of politics? Inde- 
pendent candidates with a few thousand 
votes will give an appearance of weakness 
rather than of strength. In most parts of 
the country there will be candidates within 
teach whose attitude and record deserve 
support, 

This does not mean, of course, that we 
should accept the Blackpool decisions as 
final. Within the Party we renew our cam- 
paigns for complete nuclear disengagement 
by Britain. We won our victory toa easily 
a year ago. We gained the support of a 
suflicient number of political activists to 
carry the vote in trades unions and Con- 
stituency Parties, but we had not won the 
mass membership which could be mobilised 
in sufficient strength to change decisions 
before this year’s Conference. We must nat 
succumb to defeatism, We now have to 
win the masses. 

But I believe we have to widen our 
horizons. The implication of opposition to 
nuclear arms is Neutralism. Support for 
either of the two Power blocs means sup- 
port for nuclear war. Communists cannot 
sincerely support nuclear disarmament and 
back Sovict Russia. The rest of us cannot 
sincerely support nuclear disarmament and 
back the British alliance with America and 
NATO. 

I should like to see the campaign for 
nuclear disarmament extended to a cam- 
paign for Neutratism. The Neutral nations 
are now the greatest political hope for 
peace in the United Nations and in the 
world. We should campaign for Britain to 
join the Neutralist group, which can naw be 
decisive for peace. 

The new emergent nations of Asia and 
Africa are almost without exception 
Neutralist. They are against nuclear arms 
and will share our disappointment with the 
Blackpool decisions, But their fundamental 
view is Neutralism-—a determination to be 
independent of both the Power blocs, an 
impatience with the domination of the 
Great Powers which threaten the whole 
world with war, a desire to contribute to 
peace. 

This is the great constructive contribution 
to peace today, Let us channel the radical 
movements in the Labour Party, the CND 
and the Committee of 100 towards it. 


contacted us. tt has been decided to form 
a Midlands Committee of 100 both to sup- 
port London and possibly to carry out pro- 
jects in the Midlands. | would therefore 
ask any Midlands people who feel that they 
can support Us fo contact either myself or 
Simon Hurdley, 4, Packenham Road, Edge- 
baston, Birmingham, 

We wish to call a meeting at the earliest 
possible moment so that we can discuss in 
detail ll the implications involved. 
LEONARD FE. CROSS, 58, Fallowfield 
Avenue, Hall Green, Birmingham 28. 


Unilateral action and democracy 
TPHOSE who oppose apy atlempt to con- 
vert, or re-convert, the Labour Party 
to a unilateralist, poticy (and aren’: they 
giving up rather quickly 2) are under an 
obligation to show exactly what specific 
political action through, as you rightly in- 
sist, the existing constitutional machinery 
would provide a better chance of success. 
They ought to tell us, in particular, how 
soon any new political movement could 
hope to be in the position to make the 
“central act of decision” to give up nuclear 
weapons, bearing in mind the dangers of 
our situation and the very little uccom- 
plished by independent anti-bomb Political 
groups since 1955.--A, C. BROWNIOHIN, 
10, Parktields, Putucy, London, S.W.E5. 


Anti-war candidates 

AD the money, energy and courageous 

self-sacrifice expended in anti-H-bomb 
marches, sit-downs and acceptance of im- 
prisonment been devoted to contesting the 
General Election and by-clections with anti- 
war candidates, by now we might be on the 
way to having an anti-war Government. 


OF PARLIAMENT 


WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 18 


If you wish to take part and are not in touch 


EET 


BRADFORD: October 6, 6.45 p.m. 


St. George’s Hall 


JUDITH HART, MP, JOHN HORNER, IAN MIKARDO 
LAURIE PAVITT, MP, GEORGE CRADDOCK, MP 


DERBY: October 12, 


Derby Co-op. Central Hall, Albion Street 
ANTHONY GREENWOOD, MP AND OTHERS 


EY 
is urgently needed 


CND 2 Carthusian Street, E.C.| 
Telephone: CLE 5146/7 


| with a CND Group, send in your name and address 
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It sit-down demonstrations are “ designed 
to embarrass the Government, to cause Mr. 
Macnallan to resign, and to cause a General 
Election,” as George Clark is alleged to 
have said (Guardian, Sept. 13), anti-war 
candidates are all the more necessary, What 
is the use of replacing Mr. Macmillan by a 
Gaitskell pledged to fight for Berlin and 
ready to use H-bombs ? A General Elec- 
tion is only of use to the anti-war cause if 
anti-war candidates contest it 

Let all who oppose war raise funds to see 
that at each by-election a candidate from 
the Fellowship Party or any other candidate 
pledged to vote in the Commons against alf 
weapons and all war is) nominated. 
RONALD SS.) MALLONE (Prospective 
Fellowship Party Candidate for Greenwich), 
14! Woolacombe Road, $.6.3. 


Regional democracy 

SEEM to have expressed myself badly 

iw my article on regionalism. | accept 
everything William Lloyd says in his letter, 
but if | gave the impression that 1 was citing 
Switzerland as a country which had, his- 
torically speaking, devolved power, then I 
can only say that was not my intention, 

1 cited Switzerland, as t did other coun- 
Irics, to show that a federal stencture, which 
is what 1 suggested for Britain, is not only 
applicable to large geographical areas like 
the United States or Australia Whether we 
evolve upwards or devolve downwards to a 
living relationship between a multiplicity of 
smal} units seems to me a matter of what 
we have to start with: the living relationship 
ts opposed to our present slow march to 
death is the goal we must have in mind. Wt 
was towards that | hoped to direct peaple’s 
thought FRED 8S.) MOORHOUSE, 12 
Bloomtield Park, Bath, Somerset. 


GS 


7.30 p.m. 
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SYMPATHISED with the serious- 
ness and the tone of your editorial 
—especially the first’ half--and the 


honesty with which you face the 
crucial political questions. — But I 
thought some parts of if were un- 
realistic or confused--even danger- 


ously so. 


‘Yo mention my main criticisms (a full 
critique would take too Jong). You shift 
from the contro! of the Bomb to the con- 
trol of State Power itself; so that the aim 
of the unilateralist and neutralist campaign 


A NEW POLITICAL 


critique of the process of bureaucratisation, 
and any impulse towards the dispersal of 
power and decentralisation, | think that 
this must go along with an understanding 
of the positive values in the British demo- 
crauc experience. Moreover, withour such 
an understanding of the positives | think 
direct actionists are in) danger of being 
driven into self-righteous sectarianism. 


On the democratic experience [ can refer 
to Raymond Williams’ work, and on the 
current predicament of British capitalism to 
John Hughes’ and Michael Barratt Brown's 
recent pamphlet on “ Britain’s Crisis and 


Edward 
Thompson 


becomes that of achieving a non-violent 
“revolution.” ‘This is to be accomplished 
by developing a resistance movement of the 
British people against virtually all existing 
institutions - workers’ contro] in industry 
(without raising the question of ownership 
nor the nature of capitalist society) and the 
“ revolutionising ” of local government 
(without raising the questions of site values, 
interest rates, and the rest). 


‘Sheoretically, 1 think this part of your 
argument is individualism carried (oa 
reductio ad absurdam. Power is secn 
always in every form as the restriction or 
repression of the individual, and the posi- 
tives of social organisation and co-opera- 
tion are scarcely felt. While T welcome the 
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AM deeply disturbed by much of 

what was said about the Committee 
of 100 in Peace News on September 
22. Two things emerge from the 
comments on the Trafalgar Square sit- 
down. One is the fact that it was a 
failure; the other is the suggestion that 
the Committee must have “a new 
political basis.” 


The failure of the sit-down is little more 
than hinted at, and it was indeed largely 
concealed by the more dramatic failure of 
the authorities, but it is the first thing we 
should come to grips with. 


There is no clear idea in the nuclear 
disarmament movement in general, or in 
the Committee of 100 in particular, of what 
mass civil disobedience is for. 


Are we trying to challenge the Fstab- 
lishment, register a protest, obstruct the 
traffic, make trouble, get publicity, spread 
propaganda, win public support, bear wit- 
ness, achieve martyrdom, enjoy ourselves, 
avert the Uhird World War, influence the 
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PEACE NEWS 
5 Caledonian Road, London, N.1 


the Common Market.” For the 


enough said. 


moment, 


Practically, f think you ure both too 
pessimistic and too utopian. Pessimistic, 
because it does seem to me possible that 
we might—in this decade, if we survive-- 
force a British Government into a_uni- 
lateralist. and oneutralist policy: which 
would have world-wide repercussions which 
in turn would offer us new possibilities of 
advance here. Our own, united, campaign, 
coinciding with the economic crisis which 
Hughes and Barratt Brown analyse, makes 
it possible for us to gain support for a 
general policy of political, economic, and 
moral re-orientation towards the under- 
developed world: a neutralism, under- 


pinned both by conviction and by new 
economic alignments, mutually beneficial to 
us and to the under-developed countries. 
And we ought to hammer out this policy, 
break it down, put it across everywhere and 
in every form, trust each other's good faith 
in working for it together--and trust also 
that the general problem of Power, while 
by no means solved by this, would at least 
prove more casy, of solution if we could get 
Britain out from under the lines of Cold 
War polarisation, 


‘Too utopian for reasons which | have 
already hinted at, and which | wont labour 
now, 

In short, [I think it is premature to turn 
our backs on the democratic institutions 
which have taken so Jong in the building, 
and to declare them “incapable of trans- 
formation.” [ do not believe we have really 
tried, coherently, to transform them, nor 
have we worked out why and how. And I 
think that the attempt to build up an en- 
lirely new set of institutions is in effect a 
counsel of despair: we do not belicve (TV, 
mass media, and all the rest) that any 
orthodox electoral appeal will get any re- 
sponse, so—the case being so urgent—we 
put all reliance on some other way. 


Right response 


But why despair before we try? I do 
not mean All Work in the Labour Party 
and Only in the Labour Party For Ever 
and Always Amen. I agree with your 
editorial that we must keep going a dyna- 
mic movement outside the Labour Party 
and free from its bureaucratic gags and 
tactical chloroform, which by acting in the 
arena of the whole nation—as Trafalgar 
Square did so splendidly--hits back into 
the trade unions and the Labour Party—as 
Aldermaston did two years ago. 

But U think the right sequel to ‘Trafalgar 
Square, and the right response to Berlin 
and Blackpool, is the first serious attempt 
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at electoral intervention through the by- 
election, 

‘This has not yet been really tried, if we 
except Lawrence Daly's splendid campaign 
(as candidate of the File Socialist League) 
in 1959, when with the help of a handful 
of supporters plus Will) Warren he won 
nearly $,000 votes with unilateralism at the 
centre of his platform. § was present at 
that campaign, and there is no doubt that 
those votes indicated not only Lawrence's 
own standing but concern and argument 
throughout the coalfield, 


Bang! 


E would like to ofler the following sug- 
gestions as to the way in which a by-elec- 
tion fight might be conducted in the near 
future. 

First, [ think it must be a responsible 
fight. That is, the first constituency to be 
fought must be carefully selected, with 
some degree of local support and some 
tactical consideration of the balance of 
parties. (We dont want to start in a mar- 
ginal seat, with a CN) Labour candidate 
and against the wishes of all the local Left.) 

Second, it must be a united fight. ‘That 
is, we do not want one section of the anti- 
war movement to jump the gun and leave 
all the rest quarrelling. We should look for 
the backing of a wide selection of people 
in CND, the Committee of 100, the New 
Left, and trade unions, and a candidate 
likely to command wide support. 

Third, it must be an all-out fight. That 
is, it Would not be either a soap-box affair 
nor a “moral gesture,’ but BANG. By 
BANG, | mean with scores of full-time 
volunteers, the best possible broadsheets 
and publicity, culminating in not less than 
one or two thousand helpers and canvassers 
in the final week, with some colour and 
Aldermaston “ extras” throughout. 

Fourth, it must be public. That is, we 
won't get this support if it is a hole and 
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... AND THE COMMITTEE 


Government, precipitate the revolution, or 
what ? 


All these motives, in) various combina- 
tions, seem to have been working in ‘Prafal- 
gar Square on September 17. I take it 
that no single person is satisfied with the 
vague slogan Ban the Bomb; but no two 
people agree what else we want, and far 
too few scem to have bothered to think 
about the problem at all or even to con- 
sider the implications of unilateral dis- 
armament. 


* 


In the past this hasnt mattered so much. 
Each demonstration against the Bomb has 
either had some specific objective or else 
hag been so well organised that admiration 
has overcome doubt. But this time there 
was a major demonstration which was very 
confused both in its aims and in its execu- 
tion. We have to measure its success by 
the seven-hour defiance of a state ban, the 
thirteen hundred arrests, the countless hun- 
dred column-inches in the papers—that is, 
by the reactions of our old enemies, the 
press and the police. The trouble wasn't 
that a bad impression was made on the 
onlookers, as the front-page article sug- 
gested, or that the onlookers themselves 
spoilt the demonstration, as Rod Prince and 
Anthony Weaver suggested. It was that 
there was no sense of direction, that no 
one knew what to do. 


We can’t say this was because thirty of 
our Jeaders were already in jail, or because 
many more were quickly arrested. We 
didn't know what was expected of us 
beyond the order sit down. ‘That is fine if 
a definite period is set beforehand or if the 
police are kind enough to arrest everyone 
at once; but a sit-down of indefinite dura- 
tion inside a police cordon must have a 
point, unless we are content with simply 
defying the authorities. 

The Trafalgar Square sit-down had no 


other point that couldn't have been made 
Just as well in a conventional demonstra- 
tion with state approval, and there was little 
evidence of spontaneous initiative that 
might have given it point. 

It should be recalled that most of the 
arrests made before the midnight clean-up 
were the result of behaviour directly con- 
demned by the Committee—that is, push- 
ing through the police cordon either by 
force or by stealth (which was how I got 
arrested). ‘Phe Committee had prepared for 


or at the beginning of a demonstration, 
that many of its supporters would need de- 
tailed instructions, that the police would 
frustrate its bolder plans, that there would 
be hundreds of unsympathetic or frankly 
hostile bystanders, and that — sporadic 
violence would break out, 

The fact that these things came as a 
surprise makes me wonder whether the 
Committee of 100 deserves its present status 
as the leading section of the nuclear dis- 
armament movement. I must emphasise 


FACING 


the unlikely contingency that we might be 
kept out of the Square, but had ignored the 
likely contingency that we might be kept 
inside it. ‘here was much impatient 
violence, and by no means all of it can be 
blamed on onlookers or the police. 

We can't even say C’est magnifique mais 
ce nest pas la guerre, because it wasn't at 
all magnificent. [| was uncomfortably re- 
minded of William Morris's comment on 
the [886 riot: “Contemptible as the riot 
was, as a riot, it no doubt has had a great 
effect.” Perhaps the sit-down has had a 
great effect, but was it the effect we want ? 


* 


I have dwelt on the failure of the great 
sit-down from our point of view, because 
it bears on the whole question of the future 
of the Committee of 100. Any organisation 
must accept responsibility for the predict- 
able consequences of its activities, and it 
could have been predicted that the Com- 
mittee’s leaders would be detained before 


By NICOLAS 


that this is not a personal slight. The Com- 
mittee seems to have improved since I left 
it in June, and it contains plenty of skill 
and imagination in the business of political 
opposition. But f must also emphasise that 
it would be foolhardy to move on from the 
last. sit-down without making sure exactly 
what we are moving on from or to, and 
without recognising for a start that the 
record of the Committee of 100 is a pretty 
shaky basis for a mass movement. 


* 


Now the proposals in the thoughtful and 
thought-provoking editorial. of September 
22, which are closely parallel to Alan 
Lovell’s proposals in New Lefr Review 8 
six months ago, assume a view of society 
that might be called “ anarchopacifism "—- 
a predominantly middle-class, purposely 
non-violent form of syndicalism developed 
by amateurs in an atmosphere of affluence. 
But the sit-down showed that anarchism 
and pacifism, though possibly more wide- 


BASIS... . 


corner do, coming from one carnest 
minority, sprung suddenly on the public, 
which then expects the world to raise 
money and follow, The first by-election 
should be preceded by a public declaration 
that a by-election owilf be fought, and 
appealing for money and pledges of sup- 
port. 


Hf these conditions are met, then [ believe 
that the right by-election in the right place 

probably in the London area or Man- 
chester or Leeds—would have a quile new 
impact on opinion. The result might be 
disproportionate to the colour and effort: 
but it would be big enough to frighten a 
lot of chloroform addicts. And it would 
open the possibility of adopting Mr. G."s 
policy of “fight again.” From that time 
on at each by-election the candidates could 
be issued with a clear unilateralist ques- 
tionnaire. And if the answers were no 
good, they would know what to expect. 


Commiitee of Ten 


How, should these conditions be ensured? 
My final suggestion is that we might con- 
sider some small grouping, perhaps a Com- 
mittee of Ten, which was sufficiently repre- 
sentative to carry wide support and yet not 
so representative that it was paralysed by 
hesitations. Hf, for example, two members 
of the Committee of 100 were joined by 
someone [rom Peace News, two: personali- 
ties prominent in the work of CND, one or 
two from the New Left, and -if willing 
after Blackpool -one or two Labour per- 
sonatities, we might then have a Committee 
with the authority to draw support and 
money, study each by-election, select the 
right one, terrorise someone into being 
candidate, issue the appeal and then the 
rest of us would get to work. But it would 
have to happen soon, 
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OF 100 


spread than ever before, are still attitudes 
of a tiny minority in this couuntry; and 
that anarchists and pacilists are hopelessly 
incompetent organisers of demonstrations. 
The will is there, but the determination ts 
another matter, 
Anyway, 10 suggest that non-violent 
direct action could become the toof of a 
political resistance movement which would 
be “broadly New Left” and would work 
for “the revolution” seems to me to be as 
naive as Anne Vogel's call for trade union 


FACTS 


WALTER 


intervention (apart from the fact that the 
‘Trafalgar Square sit-down was nos direct 
action as the Holy Loch one was). The 
decisive factor in any successful what ye 
might call“ other directed ‘non-violent 
campaign is the existence of overwhelming 
support, of potentially overwhelming 
violence, and the non-existence of ruthless 
action on the other side. Non-violence here 
depends on the violence that is not used. 
In India, Africa, Nazi Europe and the 
southern USA) passive resistance has de- 
rived its force from the presence of a vast 
majority in the background. 


x 


We can't pretend to have this majorily 
joday or expect to have it tomorrow, 
George Orwell was unfortunately right 
when he said patriotism was the strongest 
political passion; most people prefer war to 
surrender, even if they cant win, Our pip- 
sive resistance is really that of the early 


binally. this ts not a proposal to start a 
new Party, nor is it a proposal that all 
uniateralsts should leave the Labour Party 
ar the first by-election. In fact, it is bang 
in the central tradition of the Left. Crucial 
isstes have always been an occasion for 
independent by-election — fights--most 
cently the ° Popular Front” fights of the 
Thirties, Commonwealth, Zilliacus, Acland 

and the fight has often been part of a 
pincer-tactic of the Left against the Labour 
bureaucracy -supported by Labour can- 
vassers (and money) Who stayed inside to 
fight again and who got more support in 
the trade unions as a result of the sym- 
pathy roused by the fight. No doubt ‘lL rans- 
port House would start one of those inter- 
minable purges: but Labour Party mem- 
bers know quite well now that their leader 
has defied the Constitution for a year. so 
this year it is the turn of the Left. It is 
all part of the routine which is likely to 
hill us all, and while FE know some Labour 
Party members who would stand aver us 
with a rule-book I know scores of others 
who would nearly choke with delight 


And after the first by-election ? Or the 
first two or three?) 1 would say. wait and 
see What happens. 


Te- 


An absolute alliance 


Meanwhiie. an absolute alliance on three 
things: unilateralism, neutralism and align- 
ment with the under-developed countries. 
Oa these. in any by-election, unanimity and 
complete good faith. On other things 
Variety—Iet the candidate who would be 
in these other respects an“ independent,” 
answer his questions and give his own 
views on socialism, capital punishment, 11- 
plus, wages policy and the rest. (1 hope 
they would be “new left” views, but they 


needn't be). But on what some trade 
unionists in’ the North now call ‘the 
Nuciear.” everyone together and BANG. 
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Christians and early Socialists, of Socrates 
and Bunyan, of Thoreau and Tolstoy. Our 
non-violence is ‘* inner-directed "--or should 
be. if we aren't going to deceive ourselves. 
It is an indulgence granted to us by our 
comparatively tolerant rulers, who rely 
More on ridicule than repression (think 
what would happen to us almost anywhere 
else in the world!) Our technique ts that 
of a minority in the tradition of dissent, not 
of a majority in the tradition of revolution. 
We should recognise our isolation in this 
country and the isolation of our movement 
in the world. Pandit Nehru encourages 
Bertrand Russell, but he maintains a big 
enough army himself. Non-alignment— in 
the Cold War doesn’t mean non-violence in 
politics. It is impossible to imagine a non- 
Violent state. We stand—or  sit- almost 
frighteningly alone. 


* 


‘the New Left and the nuclear disarma- 
ment Movement should be seen as examples 
of what some anarchists call “ permanent 
protest "—that is, they provide opportuni- 
ties for dissent in an authoritarian society 
without really approaching — revolution. 
Most of their supporters would: be aston- 
ished and appalled if the balance began to 
tilt over into chaos, if their own. positions 
in our fairly stable society were threatened. 
I'm not suggesting that they have nothing 
positive to ofler—only that it isn’t nearly 
as much as some of them think. Non- 
Violent pressure applied to a contented 
majority can only cause gradual change, 
and it would be most unfortunate if we 
were stampeded into over-reaching  our- 
selves by venturing into a pacifist: guerre 
a auirance--the result would be either 
disillusion or disaster. By all means let us 
move ahead, widening and deepening the 
path of free dissent, but first let us see 
where we are and how we have got here. 
On one side Tribune will be pushing us 
into conventional party politics, and 
Freedom sill be pulling us out again on 
the other, We must all, whatever our per- 
sonal allegiance, work out our own way, 
and ask our own questions. 
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PEACE NEWS asked members of the New Lett Review Editorial Board to 
comment on our leading article, * The Committee of [00 and a New Political 
Basis”, of September 15. We print below two personal contributions, one 
from Edward Thompson (Chairman of the New Lefi Board, Staff Tutor of 
the Extra Mural Department of Leeds University and author of * William 


Morris—Romantic to Revolutionary’ 


*) the other from Jolin Savitle, Senior 


Lecturer in Economic History in Tull University and author of * Ernest 
Jones —Chartist ™, and editor of * Essays in Labour History”. 


Our third contribution, emphasising the role of the Commitice of (00, is 
by Nicolas Walter, a former member of the Committee. 


John 


Saville 


AS a left socialist who is neither a pacifist nor a member of the Committee 
lad iy : : é 
+2 of 100, | am grateful for the opportunity to make a number of points on 


the editorial of September 22. 


ot nuclear weapons is well stated in your 
editorial, viz. how to translate the popular 
Tesistlance fo these weapons into effective 
many 
Gandhi 


The crucial problem belore 


those who want the abolition 


political action, Far foo pacifists 


the example of as oan 


instance of the effectiveness of moral power 
alone, and they fail to appreciate what a 


quote 


superb politician Gandhi in fact was. John 
JPQIPHIUL UP Se LY paqbiasap sano Jaqyuney 
combination of Jesus Christ, Fammany Hall 
and your father, and a close examination of 
the non-violent campaigns of the inter-war 
years would reveal how closely involved 
Gandhi was in political tactics and strategy. 


Your editorial therefore states the 
matter fairly. Firstly, to win our aims 
involves winning political power and then 
using the state machine to translate those 
aims into practice. Secondly, a pelicy of 
unilateral disarmament would certainly (not 
almost certainly as your editorial had it) 
mean fundamental economic adjustments. 
AU these are political problems of extreme 
complexity and to deny their political nature 
or to stand aside because politics are rough, 
or dirty, or bureaucratic, or all these thing: 
ogether, strikes me as naively of an extrenie 
hind. 


tt is nevertheless wholly 
understandable why so many 
young people turn away in disgust from 
politics and regard the leadership of the 
main opposition party as no more than a 
lig leaf for the Establishment. Certainly 
the Labour Party has a Jeadgrship which is 
uot only soggy, but on its own exceedingly 
moderate assumptions, inept and incompe- 
tent. Mr. Gaitskell understands — politics 
almost entirely in terms of the debate inside 
Westminster, and yet even here the Parha- 
mentary Labour Party is noterious tor its 
feebleness; and at local level the Labour 
Party is more often than not in a state of 
semi-consciousness. 


JF 


6 to characterise the Labour 

e : : 5 ig 

* Party in this way is, however, 

only in part accurate, For the Labour 


Mavement is not to be confused with the 
leadership of the Labour Party. Ever since 
the Labour Party was founded the rank and 
file have been struggling against the con- 
servatism of their leaders, and at Scar- 
borough last year the platform were 
defeated on a central issue of palicy, So 
tar as my reading goes it was a unique 
oceasion in sixty years. Nar does the state- 
ment above say anything about the trade 
unions, and the unions within the labour 
movement are the decisive factor, He we can 
wih a majority of the unions permanently 
for a renunciation of nuclear weapons with 
all the consequences that follow therefrom 

and } assume these to be above all a 


withdrawal from Nato and the promotion 
of a foreign policy of active neutralisin— 
then the balance of political forees in this 
country will begin to change in a decisive 
way. 


4 What worries me aboul the 

* work of the Committee of 
100-—-whose efforts [both support and 
udmire--is the kind of impasse it could 


easily get itself into. In sume respects there 
isa parallel with the history of the suifra- 
#elte movement, especially in the years 
immediately prior to 1914. Phere is a serious 
danger of running ahead way beyond any 
teal mass support. Loam not arguing that 
this has already happened but it could 
easily enough, The sit-down and oiass 
arrests iy not a tactic that can be used every 
other weekend, and to be as effective as 
it has been up to the present, it rouse be 
combined with as wide a variety of different 
kinds of propaganda campaigns as are apen 
fa us. 


5 Allow me, in canclusion, to 
‘ P 
*  stiggest some of the ways in 
which the movement may be taken forward: 


Q) Vhe continued education of public 
opinion by all the many ways which have 
been used aver the last few years by both 
the Campaign and Direct Action, thereby 
maintaining the movement of dynamism 
that your editorial rightly speaks of, 


GO The time is ripe, tL believe, for the 
development of new techniques of contact 
and persuasion ationg the trade unions and 
the industrial workers in general. There are 
many ways Which can be suggested and we 
might even learn from the techniques of 
movements as perniciaus as Moral Rearma- 
ment which, unfortunately, has not been 
wholly unsuccessful in its trade union work, 


(ii) An election tight at a suitable bye 
election is worth serious consideration. The 
constituency should be chosen carefully but 
the propaganda effect might well be aut of 
all proportion to the effart required. A pre- 
requisitz, however, is the support of as many 
trade unionists at local and national level 
as can be obfained, and the most useful 
approach might be the formation of an 
ad hoc committer, initiated by the Com- 
mitlee of 100 but gathering tagether the 
widest possible tange of public opinion. 
But let me say again that representation of 
the organised industrial workers is, for me, 
of crucial impartance. 


(iv) We should begin to farm working 


patiics of economists and other specialists 
fo produce the bluc prints required far a 
socieiy without nuclear weapons; and then 
to ensure their widespread discussion, 


NEW SHERWOOD SCHOOL, EPSOM 
A Co-educational, progressive, parent- 
owned schoal emphasising co-operation 
rather than competition, takes day and 
boarding pupils 5 to 18. EPSOM 9619 
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a series of defeats. Fifteen years of the 
arms race has led us to the worst of all 
crises, and the deterrent is wearing thin. 
He reminded his audience that the Labour 
Party has done nothing to present the case 
for disengagement, although this is part of 
the official policy. The CND on its part 
must now be prepared to argue that renun- 
ciation of the bomb is only a first step 
towards a realist c and independent foreign 
policy in partnership with) other uncom- 
mitted nations. 

laurie Pavitt, who is the chairman of the 


sick and had to fall out. 
Sept. 19. Awakened at 4.45 a.m. March to- 
day completed its transformation into the 
character of a newe-style forced march. 
"Puke SAN FRANCISCO-MOSCOW MARCHERS REACHED ‘THEIR We roughly operated on a three-hour 
te : om! WN Z on R shift basis. While 8--12 are pacing it out 
DESTINATION, MOSCOW, ON TUESDAY, OCTOBER. 3. the rest are stretched out in i fe By 
O FROM BBC radio and television and various dailies carried reports about the — the time we arrived at the clothing 
marchers’ 20 minute demonstration outside a military barracks on the out- factory where we had supper in the can- 
skirts of Moscow the previous day. The BBC and press also carried reports ae peices Re dark, and the huge 
and pictures of their vigil in Red Square on Tuesday, aye oe Veeet one fe a 
heavy agricultural district, we have met mense crowd outside. 
large groups of citizens at many cross- Sept. 20. Out again at 5.30 am, Everyone 
roads and villages. Each varied between at breaking point it seems. In mid-after- 
50-150 people and at each we simply noon Minsh television got us alt ont on 
halted the march for speeches. Thus we the road for about half an hour to get 
held a total of eight meetings. On our shots of us all walking along, During the 
invitation persons often followed along. afternoon Regina Fischer spoke to a 
crowd at Stolpeey. We also had a pic- 
ture of us in the Tuesday edition of 
Pravda, 
Sept. 28. Started out with a new enthu- 


crossed into the Soviet 
Union on Sept. 18. Their stay in the USSR 
was curtailed from six to three weeks, 
which created major difliculties and neces- 
sitated constant discussions about their 
schedule. Below are extracts from the 
March “ Log” which give an impression of 
the team's experiences during the first ten 
days in Russia. 

Sept. 15. We marched into the border city 


Yhe marchers 


But the scene in Beroza was unpre- 
cedented in this whole march, Every last 
person in the town must have been on 


unilateralist MPs, asked his hearers to go 
from the meeling prepared to play their full 
part in getting the political chores done. 
‘the CND argument covers a broad field of 
economics, social studies, and human rela- 
tions. 

Canon Collins, closing the meeting, re- 
minded us that this meeting represented 
only one side of our activities, that of 


democratic persuasion. He was sure that 
not even Mr. Guaitskell could be unim- 


pressed by the size of the demonstration, 
and he hoped that we had all been given 
new heart for the continuing struggle in the 
Labour Party and Trade Unions, 


LONDON RALLY FOR 
MOSCOW MARCHERS 
the marchers will report back in’ the 
Large Hall, Friends House, London, at 7.30 
pm. on Friday, Oct, 13. Book the dite, 


Sept. 16. 


of Brest to the large hotel in the centre. 
Lealleting was fairly heavy; interest very 
intense but more reserved than in Poland. 
After supper we went over to a hall on 
the main square where several hundreds 
had packed a meeting room and more 
htmndreds were outside in front. I spoke 
briefly to them and leafleted outside, The 
opposition in the meeting to our uni- 
lateral proposals was boisterous. 

We're off into the USSR. We 
were up at 5.30 a.m, and out in the silent 
streets by 7 a.m. where there was some 
lively leafleting as people started out to 
their day’s work. We leafleted a lot of 
trafic including a number of vehicles 
packed with soldiers. When we arrived 
at Kobrin people swarmed along behind 
us und we went right through the town 
and into a workers’ park retreat of some 
kind about a mile from the town. 

This has been a fantastic day. 


the streets and all traflic simply came to 
a halt as we swarmed along, It was dark 
and we were all so dead tired it was 
almost impossible to leaflet. At the 
restuurant the crowds gathered in one 
great sea of human faces. (Ollicials 
locked the door whilst the marchers ate, 
but one of the American marchers with 
difficulty got permission to go out with 
the team’s own interpreter and addressed 
the crowd.) 


The crowd by now was slightly hostile. 
During the march many leaflets had been 
torn up. Attempts had also been made 
to tear them out of our hands on the 
pretence of distributing them. But the 
great majority of people were of course 
uncommittedly interested, intensely so. 
After supper there was a meeting in a 
hall, followed by a film which lasted till 
gan 


siasm because of new plan which would 
mean covering only 28 miles daily, and 
because we managed to get almost eight 
hours’ sleep. March progresses in bright 
sunny weather, wide open countryside, 


TALKING POINT 


Send 4s, today to Peace News, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London, N.1, for 12 copies 
each of Peace News and the Russian- 
English leaflflet: given out in the Red 
Square. 


some of it forest. In one town we 
struck a new peak when we arrived there 
late afternoon. For about 3§ minutes 
four meetings were running simultan- 
eously. Arrived after dark at marvellous 
tourist camp with hot and cold water, hot 
showers, luxury dining room, and out- 
door movie. 


bring your friends, write or call at Peace Sept. 17. — 
News for leaflets. Progressing in 
MMT MM 


25,000 ITALIAN MARCHERS SURPRISE ARMED POLICE 


nations of the world to let their people 
be informed, continually and freely, and 


Sept. 22. Team reached Minsk. 
meetings in the street, and an official 
meeting with invited guests, Gloom cast 
by news that team would have to cover 
45-50 miles a day after all. 

Sept. 23. Probably our biggest day in the 
USSR before Moscow. A slow all morn- 
ing march at full strength through the 
heart of Minsk with approximately 7,000 


finest. weather through Sept. 18. Dave Rich, who had walked every Further 


Jater we were joined by more marchers and 


From FRANCO PERNA 
the number went up to nearly 3,000. 


"PHE Italian Centre for Non-violence 


5 ‘ F. } @ ry yee 1 
this year organised a march for Many people were standing along the Pee eager TAN leaflets distributed. The streets filled with 
peace which met with unexpected roadside encouraging us with warm and joe te he given in each Stious, silent, almost shy _ people. 
success. About 25,000 people took friendly greetings, and we also saw mothers country in ®Eagt and) West throughiea Officials seemed apprehensive that the 


crowds might get unmanageable, and kept 
people circulating. 

Sept, 24. The first shift set out at 3.0 a.m. 
During the first hour they gave out two 
leaflets to petrol station attendants, one 
to a railway worker, one to a hunter with 
a dog, and four to drunks. Later two 
transport trucks coming from Moscow 
stopped and the drivers ran back to greet 
the marchers and said they had heard 
about the march. Three people offered 


with tears in their eyes as they read our 
slogans, ‘‘We want our children to live” 
and “God wants his creatures alive and 
united,” along with many others condemn- 
ing nuclear weapons, and urging all to 
negotiate and not to destroy mankind with 
atom bombs, 


weekly tribune of international politics 
held at all broadcasting associations, open 
also to pacifists and neutralists . . . and 
that exchange visits between thousands of 
young people should be promoted 
between the East and the West for com- 
paratively long periods.” 
The Resolution closed with the following 
words: “We urge that all governments 
abandon the cold war at once and begin to 


part, including many writers, poli- 
licians, MPs, and intellectual leaders. 

This was the first time that [ahan peace 
organisations have undertaken a public 
demonstration. The idea originated with 
the pacifist writer, Aldo Capitini, but soon 
other well-known personalities began to 
support the project, though the main work 
of organisation has been done by Capitini 
alone and a group of young voluntecrs. 


The police, who had turned up, fully 
armed, in their hundreds, were astonished 
and rather disappointed at the peaceful- 
ness of the demonstration, and must have 


Because of a lack of co-operation dat fclteahoreustlGew@ee tiapeone Mot the deal with problems in a spirit of true money to the marchers, one of them ten 
acifists in Ita Sapitini was compelled to P mace.” : A ; 

ota a WEA Solicit Bettas MS nearly 25,000 demonstrators had to be POS roubles. When the main group of 
accep p Pp " arrested|for any reason, One of ithe top re) marchers caught up with this advance 


group at 9.45 a.m. they had covered over 
22 miles. Only two meetings during the 
day as this region seemed less populated. 
Dinner was served in a pine forest by six 
hosts and consisted of roast veal, water- 


tk) police officials said that this was pro- 
babiy the first time in Italian modern 
history that the police were not needed. 
On the Rock of Assisi, perhaps unique in 


The next day the Press gave much pub- 
licity to the March and many papers repro- 
duced in full the two-page long Resolution 
So also did the Italian Radio, which at first 


The contribution from the Communist Party 
and other left wing groups was so great that 


many “conservatives” began thinking that Italy for the beauty of its surroundings, t 
the march was completely Communist in- the “people sat for a few hours listening to had refused to give any comment. melon, pumpkin filled pancakes and 
ee ah he ae a, Se poe tap speeches from well-known personalities in- ‘The town council of Perugia, in addi- ¢ aaa 

SCO aoe Vem la ac cluding the writers A. C. Jemolo, Italo tion to the help already given during the Sept. 25. The team passed the halfway 


mark on their trek to Moscow. Brilliant 
sunshine all the way. The team stopped 
the night in the industrial town of Orsa 
with a population of $0,000. An enor- 
mous crowd gathered and listened intently 
to Phil Leahy (one of the American 
marchers). As usual there were questions 
about segregation and medical services, 
und comments that the Soviet Govern- 
ment is for peace, and the people are the 
government, so how can they protest 


agreed to follow the directions and policies 
laid down by the Executive Committce for 
the March. Then the presence of so many 
personalities representing different political 
and religious views, and from different 
social backgrounds, and also the serious 
attitude of the participants, helped to make 
the March a genuine non-sectarian protest. 

Most of us were worried in case the 
March should develop inte a violent en- 
counter between political forces; remember- 
ing that Htalians are by nature impetuous 
and easily excited; but, strangely enough, 
the March was much calmer than those 
held in England. 

The March left Perugia, in the direction 
of the beautiful medieval town of Assisi, 
early in the morning on Sunday, Sept. 24, 
with just over 1,000 people. Two hours 


preparation of the March, decided to 

publish, at its own expense, a booklet 

concerning this first enterprise in the 
dillicult field of work for peace. 

It is hoped that more mass demonstra- 
tions will be held in other parts of Italy in 
order to awaken the conscience of the 
Italian people. To do this we are greatly 
in need of help; it must be remembered 
that among all the peace organisations in 
our country there is not ane person work- against themselves? A policeman came 
bab full time, and this is mainly for finan- along and said the marchers were Ee 
cial reasons. inoweed “uct ate ie ee 

We strongly hope and believe that in the aoe i ‘00. ca 
future the situation will be somewhat —— __ ata 
better. Footnote; A further supply of 45,000 
leaflets were sent to Moscow by air last 
Saturday from Peace News office, Air 
freight £75, 


Calvino and Piovene and the painter Gut- 
tuso, and others. At the end of the meet- 
ing, just before a “ Resolution of the people 
for peace” was read, Aldo Capitini asked 
everyone to stand in silence In memory of 
those killed in the wars and at Hiroshima. 
This was a most moving moment; the 
silence was profound, and the whole meet- 
ing seemed to be dominated by 2 spiritual 
power which could not have failed to im- 
press everyone present. After these few 
minutes of absolute silence, the Resolution 
was read. This expressed the necessity and 
possibility of peace ang reconciliation 
among all men, and made some concrete 
suggestions for action: 
“Peace is much too important to be 
left in the hands of the heads of govern- 
ments alone, and we therefore urge all 
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